
 

WEEKLY MEMBERS BIBLE STUDY 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING FIRST-VOTES-BACK 
Capitol Room H324 • Dinner served, Spouses welcome 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

TO:  LEGISLATORS 
 

FROM: PASTOR RALPH DROLLINGER  661-803-7970  24/7/365 DATE: MAR. 26, 2012 

 

M E M B E R S  B I B L E  S T U D Y  U . S .  C A P I T O L  

WHAT WOULD HAGGAI SAY TO CONGRESS? 

 
 

 

s our country continues to decline, the focus of 
reform efforts are almost exclusively centered 
on our need for political change. National 

bankruptcy, social issues at home and the reality of a 
nuclear Iran are no small threats; America’s challenges 
seem to be increasing geometrically.  
 
However, one need only peer for seconds into a tiny 
two-chapter Old Testament book to catch an 
enormously different analysis of the real problem: It is 
a spiritual one. Just what do I mean? 
 
God blamed Ancient Israel’s decline on the spiritual 
lax of His remnant—the seemingly most zealous of 
individuals who had the gumption to leave their 
surroundings and go to rebuild the Capital city! Sound 
similar? Talk about a different perspective… 
 
If the Prophet Haggai were on the Hill today, would 
he blame the decline of America on the spiritual 
temperature of the Christian legislators in our nation’s 
capitol? 
 
Read on. 
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I. NAME 

This 37th book of the OT (of 39) is named after the 
Minor Prophet Haggai. The name Haggai means 
“festal one.” Perhaps he was born on a feast day.  

II. AUTHOR 

Not much is known about the Prophet Haggai 
other than the five prophesies recorded in this 
book. Ezra mentions him twice in tandem with the 
Prophet Zechariah (5:1; 6:4) and this book is only 
two chapters long, making it the second shorted 
OT book (Obadiah being only one chapter).  

Haggai 2:3 states “who [else] is left among you who 
saw the temple in its former glory?” signifying that 
perhaps Haggai was over 70 years old and had seen 
Solomon’s temple before its destruction. 

III. BACKGROUND 

God had warned Judah many times to cease from 
her idolatry or be disciplined (cf. Heb. 12:3-11)!  In 
that Judah did not repent after years of God’s 
patience He orchestrated pagan Babylon to be His 
surrogate of discipline and punishment. Babylon 
sacked Judah and took her into captivity. 70 years 
later, by God’s design, Babylon was sacked by a 
new world ruler, Persia. Under King Cyrus, by 
God’s design, the Jews were permitted to return to 
their homeland and reconstruct it. the Jewish civil 
leader Zerubbabel led 50,000 Israelites in the first 
of three waves of returnees. Jeshua (or Joshua) was 
the accompanying Priest and Haggai was the 
Prophet. Later Ezra and then Nehemiah would 
return with more people from Babylon. The three 
(Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah) represent a 
collective of Moses, in that Moses brought God’s 
people out of Egyptian captivity into the Promised 
Land. Each of them faced the same post-exilic 
problems: To build/rebuild their capital city; to 
reinstitute biblically based laws; to overcome 
foreign enemies; and to purify the people from 
idolatry. When one thinks about it, these are the 
same issues that face America’s political and 
spiritual leaders today. 

God in His sovereignty had orchestrated the 
sobering and humiliating conquest of His people. 
He was at work through the pagan Kings and their 
successors with the specific intent to wake-up His 
people for His purposes. Important to remember is 
this: God’s administration and raising up of 
ungodly rulers over a nation—even today—is for 
this reason: 

GOD WANTS TO REVIVE HIS PEOPLE 

SPIRITUALLY. HE WILL TAKE CARE OF 

REPLACING THE REPRESSING LEADER 

This principle is distillated in Matthew 6:33 “Seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.” When 
the Prophet Haggai brought this perspective to 
those who had taken-up the challenge to return to 
the Capital city of Jerusalem and rebuild it, they 
responded appropriately (1:12): 

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and 

Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 

with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the 

voice of the LORD their God and the words 

of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their 

God had sent him. And the people showed 

reverence for the LORD. 

Importantly, God’s people first looked inwardly at 
their own sin of materialism and selfishness (1:4) 
versus saying “Let’s overthrow the King of Persia!” 

IV. EMPHASIS AND THEMES 

A. TO THE COURSE OF A NATION 

God through His mouthpiece/Prophet Haggai first 
addresses the Civil Leader of Israel, Zerubbabel, stating 
that the reason Israel is not being blessed is because 
of the spiritual lethargy of him and Joshua the High 
Priest! Notice how God couches this in order to get 
their attention in 1:5-6 and 9a: 

Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts, 

"Consider your ways! You have sown much, 

but harvest little; you eat, but there is not 

enough to be satisfied; you drink, but there is 
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not enough to become drunk; you put on 

clothing, but no one is warm enough; and he 

who earns, earns wages to put into a purse 

with holes." 

You look for much, but behold, it comes to 

little; when you bring it home, I blow it away. 

This rebuke is aimed at every governing authority 
today who names the name of Christ in our 
nation’s capitol. They were making excuses as to 
why they couldn’t devote more of their energies to 
God. They outwardly journeyed to the nation’s 
capitol to reconstruct it, but in reality, spent their 
time there lax about God’s purposes. Instead they 
paneled their own homes, making excuses as to 
why they couldn’t achieve His purposes. Note 1:4: 

Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your 

paneled houses while this house lies 

desolate? 

Because of their unfaithfulness to be about His 
specific purposes it was God Himself who 
orchestrated the withholding of national blessing! 
Note 1:11 where God states this very thing: 

I called for a drought on the land, on the 

mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, on 

the oil, on what the ground produces, on 

men, on cattle, and on all the labor of your 

hands. 

God was the one behind the economic depression 
of the nation! Why? Because the most moxie 
Israelites who had journeyed back from Babylonian 
captivity—had become self-serving.  

THAT’S WHAT HAPPENED DURING THE 

FAILED 1994 AMERICAN POLITICAL 

“REVOLUTION.” WILL IT HAPPEN 

AGAIN WITH YOU? 

They hadn’t the time—because of their selfish 
pursuits and more “important” things—to give 
attention to personal spiritual vitality, let alone the 
nation! This book is not only a vivid illustration of 
the violation of Matthew 6:33: “Seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all 

these things will be added unto you” but a narrative 
paralleling the gist of the Book of Ecclesiastes 
which exclaims that everything apart from the 
pursuit of God is all for naught—vanity. 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING IN THE 

CAPITOL TO KEEP YOUR HEART 

KINDLED FOR CHRIST? 

B. TO THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL 

This book speaks about the glorious Second 
Coming of the Messiah. The rebuilding of the 
temple is only a foretaste of the coming Millennial 
Temple where Christ will reign over the earth. That 
temple will far outshine Solomon’s temple and the 
one Zerubbabel was about to rebuild: States 2:9: 

The latter glory of this house will be greater 

than the former, says the Lord of Hosts. 

There are many Temples/Dwelling places of God 
recorded throughout the Bible. Note them here: 

The Mobile Temple  Exodus 25-30 

Solomon’s Temple  2Samuel 7:1-29 

Zerubbabel‘s Temple Ezra 3:1-8 

Herod’s Rebuilt Temple Matthew 24:1 

The Present Temple  1Cor. 6:19-20 

The Antichrist Temple Matthew 24:15 

The Millennial Temple Zechariah 6:12-13 

The Eternal Temple  Revelation 21:22 

In this present Church Age, the believer is the 
temple of God. Notice 1Cor. 6:19-20: 

Or do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 

you have from God, and that you are not your 

own? For you have been bought with a price: 

therefore glorify God in your body. 

This is a magnificent truth that should sober every 
true believer as to their divine calling and the 
urgency and necessity of fulfilling their mission. 
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C. THE REINSTATEMENT OF THE 

DAVIDIC LINE 

After King David, Solomon and Rehoboam/ 
Jehoiachin, Israel and Judah respectively fell into 
Assyrian and Babylonian captivity. It is here in the 
Book of Haggai at the return to the land that the 
Kingly line of David is restored. States 2:23: 

And I will make you [Zerubbabel] like a 

signet ring, for I have chosen you, declares 

the Lord of hosts. 

The signet ring was a symbol of authority and 
power comparable to a King’s scepter. This book 
reveals the restoration of the Davidic line after the 
interruption of it in the exile—a lineage that will 
culminate in the second coming of Christ! 

V. OUTLINE 

The book can be outlined around the five separate 
prophesies of Haggai: 

Prophesy #1: 1:2-11 
God’s Rebuke of the Leaders 

Prophesy #2: 1:13 
God’s Encouragement of the Remnant 

Prophesy #3: 2:1-9 
God’s Empowerment of His People 

Prophesy #4: 2:10-19 
God’s Reminder of the Past 

Prophesy #5: 2:20-23 
God’s Reinstatement of the Davidic Lineage 

 

VI. APPLICATION TO GOVERNING 

AUTHORITIES 

As already noted, this book has profound 
implications for civil leaders who name the name of 
Christ; it is a sobering, godly perspective on why a 
nation declines (cf. 2Chronicles 7:14). It places the 
demise of a country on the shoulders of leadership!  

Notice the following additional passages that so 
depict and parallel America today (2: 16-17; 19a): 

From that time when one came to a grain 

heap of twenty measures, there would be only 

ten; and when one came to the wine vat to 

draw fifty measures, there would be only 

twenty. I smote you and every work of your 

hands with blasting wind, mildew and hail; 

yet you did not come back to Me, declares the 

LORD. 

Is the seed still in the barn? Even including 

the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate and 

the olive tree, it has not borne fruit. 

God blamed the civil and spiritual leaders of Israel 
for the country’s economic woes. They were not 
seeking first the Kingdom of God; rather they were 
seeking first the god of self-interest (cf. 1:4). Today, 
God is watching you (2Chron. 16:9a). 

YOU HAD THE GUTS TO LEAVE AND GO 

RECONSTUCT YOUR CAPITOL WHEN 

MANY OTHERS CHOSE TO STAY BACK. 

BUT NOW THAT YOU’RE HERE 

 DO YOU PRIORITIZE GOD? 

As Haggai sees it, the solution to a nation’s woes is 
not political—it is first spiritual; that’s what’s most 
important to God. Therein He determines to bless 
or discipline a nation. Will this Congress be the 
failed 1994 “Revolution” all over again? 

Accordingly, how committed to Christ are you in 
your heart of hearts? Really? How are you 
manifesting those commitments?  Do you prioritize 
your Church when in the district?  Do you 
prioritize the Body of Christ when in the Capitol?  
Do you instruct your scheduler to block your 
schedule in order to attend the Members Bible 
Study or other studies where the Word is 
preeminent and fellowship strategic; who runs your 
life and determines your priorities? What does 
Haggai diagnose to be the real problem in our 
nation?  Are you like Zerubbabel who when 
confronted, obeyed the voice of the Lord (1:12)? 
Amen. 


