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VARIOUS NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
and opinion leaders within the Religious Right 
movements still even to this day point to William 

Wilberforce as an example as they recruit pastors, 
churches, and individual Christians into a political 
campaign against the moral ills within our culture.
At first glance this seems like a reasonable alliance, 
but a closer look shows that the Religious Right 
misunderstands the critical importance of a Church 
focused on its mission, which is an activism of a different 
kind: a pre-political engagement discipling the lives of 
Public Servants.
 The primary purpose of the Church is not politics, but 
evangelism and discipleship through the preaching and 
teaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as it is revealed in 
the Word of God. The preeminent calling on the life of 
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Scripture says Faith comes from hearing 
and hearing by the Word of Christ 
(Romans 10:17) .  Fundamental to making 
disciples in the political arena is teaching 
the Word of God . It is the irreducible 
minimum in effective ministry. In my 
estimation, people in ministry who are 
not committed to regularly teaching God’s 
Word year round are missing the mark . 
How can you say you are making disciples 
amongst the political people group of 
America if you have five or six, a dozen, or 
two dozen Bible studies with them every 
year — if any at all?  That doesn’t cut it in 
my book .

The question in the political arena, is how 
best do you unleash the Word of God?  
I believe the answer to that question 
must be informed by the lifestyle of 
Public Servants: the higher they go in 
their career paths, the more complicated 
their daily schedules become — and the 
more difficult it is for them to maintain 
consistency in attending a weekly Bible 
study — wherein I or another ministry 
leader teach them (in person) the Word 
of God .

Accordingly, for the past 20 years (and 
with seminary training) I have been 
committed to continually perfecting 
written Bible studies for Public Servants 
— Bible studies that have both depth and 
personalized application to these busy, 
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Why I Am Committed To 
Written Bible Studies

I.   INTRODUCTION

America is certainly not the only country 
that has engaged in the abominable prac-
tice of chattel slavery. America’s progenitor, 
Great Britain, relied heavily on slave labor 
for economic reasons throughout its em-
pire. History records that slavery was even-
tually abolished in both Great Britain and 
in the United States, the former through a 
peaceful political process, the latter through 
a violent civil war. 

There are many worthy subjects of study 
within this broad area, but this study’s spe-
cific purpose is to help the reader better 
understand the primary figure behind the 
abolition of African slavery in Great Britain 
200 years ago, the politician William Wil-
berforce.1 

II.    WILBERFORCE’S “TWO GREAT 
OBJECTS”2

Slavery was rampant in the nation of Great 
Britain during Wilberforce’s lifetime. “The 
[slave] Trade was legalized by Royal Charters 
of 1631, 1633 and 1672 and by Act of Parlia-
ment in 1698. One of the most prized fruits 
of the War of Spanish Succession was the As-
siento clause of the Treaty of Utrecht, giving 
Britain the sole right to supply slaves to the 
Spanish Colonies.”3 In the years following 
his conversion to Jesus Christ, Wilberforce 
became convinced that God had called him 
through His providence to a specific task: 
“Wilberforce stated this mission in his diary 
entry on October 28, 1787, when he was a 
young twenty-eight-year-old parliamentari-
an. With the menacing black clouds of the 
French Revolution rolling up on the horizon 
and Britain’s own social conditions providing 
cause for grave concern, he wrote simply: 
‘God Almighty has set before me two great 
objects, the suppression of the Slave Trade 
and the reformation of manners.’”4 These 
convictions were what led him to tirelessly 
pursue the abolition of slavery for 20 years,5 
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every believer is to evangelize the lost. Furthermore, political wars should not be 
mistaken by the Church as biblical ministry efforts. 
The Church is called to save souls, not culture. 
To save souls is the only real means to change culture; as the Church makes 
disciples and Christ reigns in the hearts of more people, the culture may very 
well be preserved. But if the Church makes cultural preservation its highest goal, 
choosing to moralize the lost through political lobbying pursuits, the culture will 
most certainly be lost. 
Such has been the misfortune of the American Religious Right movement since the 
1970s. After 40 years of a biblically misinformed direction, America is only much 
worse off. No one can disagree with that.
In Part 2 of Wilberforce: Insights On Successfully Persevering In Office, we will 
examine an exemplar of the fruit of the Church in proper focus, in proper mission. 
Wilberforce was a recipient of what only the Church can properly manifest in the 
life of a political leader. 
Read on, my friend.



as well as societal reform.  Colson observes 
that during these years, Wilberforce came to 
an important conclusion concerning the sec-
ond of his two aims: 

“IT WAS THE GREAT GENIUS 
OF WILBERFORCE THAT HE 

REALIZED THAT ATTEMPTS AT 
POLITICAL REFORM WITHOUT, 
AT THE SAME TIME CHANGING 

THE HEARTS  
AND MINDS OF PEOPLE,  

WERE FUTILE.”6

Wilberforce’s platform to reform the man-
ners of Britain is worth mentioning due to 
the methodology he used to effect change.  
Writes Pollock:

“Interestingly, the campaign was nev-
er specifically religious.  Wilberforce 
never tried to enlist the religious or 
even the professedly moral.  Some of 
the grandees whose support he gained 
were in fact notoriously dissolute.  But 
Wilberforce believed strongly that the 
destinies of a nation could best be in-
fluenced by deeply committed follow-
ers of Christ, and that conversion to 
Christ was a person’s most important 
political action as well as religious.”7

Not only did Wilberforce’s perspective on 
the public arena put a premium on salva-
tion, it also emphasized the importance of 
understanding sound doctrine. Piper sheds 
valuable light on Wilberforce’s biblical pre-
suppositions:

 “What made Wilberforce tick was a 
profound biblical allegiance to what 
he called the ‘peculiar doctrines’8 of 
Christianity.  These, he said, give rise 
in turn to true ‘affections’ for spiritual 
things, which then break the power of 
pride and greed and fear and lead to 
transformed morals, which lead to the 
political welfare of the nation.  No true 
Christian can endure in battling un-
righteousness unless his heart is aflame 

with new spiritual affections, or pas-
sions.”9

By placing such a premium on Christ and 
sound doctrine, is there any question about 
the epistemological basis from which Wil-
berforce operated?  Wilberforce diagnosed 
the root cause of Britain’s sliding moral con-
dition as being connected with a low view 
of genuine Christian doctrine.  Observing 
the attitude of his day, he commented, 
“The fatal habit of considering Christian 
morals as distinct from Christian doctrines 
insensibly gained strength.  Thus the ‘pe-
culiar doctrines’ of Christianity went more 
and more out of sight, and as might natu-
rally have been expected, the moral system 
itself also began to wither and decay, being 
robbed of that which should have supplied 
it with life and nutriment.”10

If Christian morals and Christian doc-
trines need be connected as Wilberforce 
suggests, should not a country that desires 
a return to a God-honoring culture strive 
to reconnect them?  The first step involves 
understanding those ‘peculiar doctrines’ — 
not trying to change a nation’s laws. If Wil-
berforce is right, the latter flows out of the 
former and he personifies what he preach-
es: he makes the case for the evangelism, 
discipleship, and in-depth expositional 
teaching of God’s Word to our governmen-
tal leaders both in principle and in histor-
ical example! The fruit of his premises and 
personifications were discernable through-
out British life well into the next century: 
“Whatever its faults, nineteenth-century 
British public life became famous for its 
emphasis on character, morals, and justice 
and the British business world famous for 
integrity.”11  What sweet relief to a country 
once ravaged by untold human suffering!  
It was salvation in and the doctrines of 
Christ that energized Wilberforce’s politi-
cal life and motivated him to reshape his 
culture!12  

Driven by sound biblical theology, Wil-
berforce did much for the morals of the 
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♥ VERSE OF THE WEEK

Acts 9:15
“. . . bear My name before the Gentiles 

and kings and the sons of Israel.”

To save souls is the only real means  
to change culture.

“   That men should pray and fight for 
their own freedom and yet keep 
others in slavery is certainly acting a 
very inconsistent as well as unjust and 
perhaps impious part .”

 — John Jay, President of Congress; Diplomat; 
Author of The Federalist Papers; Original Chief 
Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court; Governor of 
New York..

   Correspondence and Public Papers of John Jay, 
Henry P. Johnston, editor (New York and London: 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1891), Vol. III, pp. 168-169. In a 
letter to Dr. Richard Price on Sep. 27, 1785.

John Jay



culture not only for the benefit of his day, 
but also for the years that followed.  As for 
his other ‘great object’: “It was a full for-
ty-six years later and only three days be-
fore his death on July 26, 1833, when the 
bill for the abolition of slavery throughout 
the entire British Empire passed its sec-
ond reading in the House of Commons.”13  
Not only had he succeeded in abolishing 
the slave trade in 1807, but also his efforts 
shut down the entire insidious institution! 
A lifetime of work changed the world for 
the benefit of millions of people. But, it all 
began first with a change in the heart of 
the man who would one day change the 
world. Wilberforce faithfully pursued his 
God-given mission.  

III.    THE IMPORTANCE 
OF EVANGELISM AND 
DISCIPLESHIP IN 
WILBERFORCE’S LIFE

THE BACK OF THE BRITISH 
SLAVE TRADE WAS BROKEN NOT 
BY POLITICAL ACTIVISTS, THAT 
IS, CHRISTIANS WHO ATTEMPT 
TO CHANGE CIVIL LAWS WITH 
NO CONSIDERATION FOR THE 

HEARTS OF LEGISLATORS, BUT BY 
A MAN OF GOD WHO SUBSISTED 
ON THE TRUTH OF SCRIPTURES.  

As a lifelong Member of Parliament who 
never lost an election,14 Wilberforce made 
himself strong in the doctrines of grace15 
and allowed himself to be discipled by 
great men of the Church like Isaac Milner 
and John Newton.  

It is important to note that Wilberforce 
was not strong in his own strength (1Cor 
1:27b), but in his humility lay his strength.  
In 1785, at the risk of ostracism, Wilber-
force continually met with Newton whom 
Parliament despised.  Through this meeting, 
and the sound teaching he received in both 
his child and adult years, Wilberforce grew 
bold in Christ. (I have stated this again be-
cause it is so important for you to grasp). 
Newton later stated of Wilberforce, “It is 

hoped and believed that the Lord has raised 
you up for the good of His Church and for 
the good of the nation.”16  Keep in mind too 
that Wilberforce’s relationship with Newton 
came about despite the counsel of his close 
colleague, Prime Minister William Pitt, who 
attempted to pressure him away from New-
ton.  Pitt castigated Newton as an Evangel-
ical who would, “render your talents useless 
both to yourself and mankind.”  Nothing, 
as it turned out, could have been further 
from the truth!  Many legislators who read 
this will have to surmount the same counsel 
of their colleagues relative to attending my 
Bible studies to Members.  But we must all 
keep in mind what the Apostle Paul stated 
in Gal. 1:10, For am I now seeking the fa-
vor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to 
please men? If I were still trying to please 
men, I would not be a bond-servant of 
Christ. Your and my answer to that ques-
tion is critical.  Will one end up sitting at 
the seat of scoffers or the counsel of the wise 
in Christ?17   

Wilberforce did not shirk from the truth 
written on his heart by the Word of God.  
Writes Pollack:

“In planning moral reform he showed 
awareness that politics are influenced 
more by the climate of an age than by 
the personal piety of statesmen and 
politicians.  Wilberforce believed, 
nonetheless, that England’s destiny 
lay safest in the hands of men of clear 
Christian principle, and that submission 
to Christ was a man’s most important 
political as well as religious decision.”18

Accordingly, “very early in his own pilgrim-
age Wilberforce set out to bring his friends 
to Christ.”19  Wilberforce knew that salvation 
in and submission to Jesus Christ were pre-
eminent factors in the life of effective poli-
ticians.20  Piper notes Wilberforce’s strategy, 
“Alongside all his social engagements, he 
carried on a steady relational ministry, as we 
might call it, seeking to win his unbelieving 
colleagues to personal faith in Jesus Christ”21 
(emphasis mine).  Such a relationship with 
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influential people.  As you know, I publish 
52 studies a year, one per week, that 
average 8 pages in length. 

In my way of thinking, if someone is 
reading my studies every week, he is 
reading the equivalent of a 400-page 
college/seminary-level book every year!  
Unfortunately, very few people in our 
culture will read a 400-page book related 
to biblical theology, commentary, and 
word studies of the original Greek and 
Hebrew – and yet that is precisely what 
they most need to grow in Christ and do 
their job of leading our nation in a God-
honoring way!  By publishing a four-color, 
beautifully illustrated Bible study every 
week, I believe that we are creating taste 
buds for the Word of God in a way that 
is attractive and palatable to the people 
who lead our nation! I believe that 
accomplishing this objective is directly 
related to one’s overall effectiveness in 
making disciples: again, teaching the 
Word of God is the irreducible minimum 
in making disciples! Romans 12:1-2 states 
that we are transformed by the renewing 
of our minds .

Greatly aiding the effectiveness of 
producing printed weekly Bible studies 
is today’s technology: Computer-
aided design, color printing, internet 
distribution, email blasting, and website 
posting – all aid in creating attractive, 
applicable, in-depth Bible studies that can 
be efficiently delivered to Public Servants 
throughout America and the world at 
every level of their career paths.  Without 
such technological advancements such 
a singular niche approach would not be 
possible . Such a niche ministry approach 
to ministry was not available to ministers 
even a decade ago. That’s to say, as a 
result, how much greater now – versus 
in the past – can be our influence for 
the Gospel amongst the world’s political 
leaders!  My vision is to match in-depth 
Bible study content with this distribution 
technology. Capitol Ministries is the first 
to do this .

Continued on page 6



a fellow politician, Edward Eliot, serves to 
manifest the Christian/political philosophy 
of Wilberforce.  Wilberforce won Eliot to 
Christ after the latter’s wife died while giving 
birth.  Subsequently, “The two [Wilberforce 
and Eliot] could open their hearts to each 
other.  Both knew the difficulties of walk-
ing with God when pressed by the rush and 
other temptations of political life.”22  Wilber-
force’s emphasis on evangelism throughout 
his political career remained consistent with 
his political philosophy.  Conversely, 

PRESENT DAY RELIGIOUS 
RIGHT ACTIVISTS SHOW LITTLE 
CONCERN FOR THE WELFARE OF 
THE HEART OF PUBLIC SERVANTS 
AS THEY PRESSURE THOSE WHO 

KNOW NOT THE AUTHOR OF 
SCRIPTURE TO ACCEDE TO THE 

PRECEPTS OF HIS BOOK.

IV.    WILBERFORCE’S THOUGHTS 
ON MORALISM

Wilberforce wrote a treatise in 1797 on the 
actual state of Christianity among the pro-
fessing Christians of his day, entitled, A Prac-
tical View of Christianity.23  Pollock notes, “A 
Practical View took the reader on a discursive 
journey to discover how Christianity should 
and could guide the politics, habits and atti-
tudes of a nation from the highest to the low-
est.”24  In it Wilberforce states that he wrote 
with the intent “to point out the scanty and 
erroneous system of the bulk of those who 
belong to the class of orthodox Christians, 
and to contrast their defective scheme with 
a representation of what the author appre-
hends to be real Christianity.”25  The volume’s 
depth proves especially remarkable consider-
ing Wilberforce regarded himself no more 
than a “Layman.”26  Yet with doctrinal accu-
racy and prowess Wilberforce outlined much 
of the failure of eighteenth-century British 
Christianity.  For instance:

 “The truth is, their opinions on these 
subjects are not formed from the perus-
al of the word of God.  The Bible lies 
on the shelf unopened; and they would 

be wholly ignorant of its contents, ex-
cept for what they hear occasionally at 
church, or for the faint traces which their 
memories may retain of the lessons of 
their earliest infancy.”27

Wilberforce saw a deplorable lack of biblical 
reliance amongst the professing Christians 
of his day.28  Sadly, such a state is far too 
often characteristic of the Church in the 
twenty-first-century as well.  Wilberforce 
drills deeper:

“How different, nay, in many respects, 
how contradictory, would be the two 
systems of mere morals, of which the 
one should be formed from the com-
monly received maxims of the Christian 
world, and the other from the study of 
the holy Scriptures!”29  

Wilberforce’s distaste for rank moralism apart 
from a doctrinally-rooted methodology of de-
veloping one’s epistemology from the Word 
of God is readily apparent.  To this statement 
Wilberforce adds the coup de grace to any no-
tion that he would support moralism in the 
public square: 

“The diligent perusal of the Holy Scrip-
tures would discover to us our past 
ignorance.  We should cease to be de-
ceived by superficial appearances, and 
to confound the Gospel of Christ with 
the systems of philosophers; we should 
become impressed with that weighty 
truth, so much forgotten, and never to 
be too strongly insisted on, that Chris-
tianity calls on us, as we value our im-
mortal souls, not merely in general, to 
be religious and moral, but specially to 
believe the doctrines, and imbibe the 
principles, and practice the precepts of 
Christ.”30

ACCORDINGLY, WILBERFORCE 
WOULD NOT BE PLEASED WITH 
THOSE TODAY WHO PIN HIM UP 
AS THE POSTER CHILD FOR THE 
MORALISTIC RELIGIOUS RIGHT 

MOVEMENT
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“ Domestic slavery is repugnant to the 
principles of Christianity…It is rebellion 
against the authority of a common 
Father . It is a practical denial of the 
extent and efficacy of the death of a 
common Savior. It is an usurpation of the 
prerogative of the great Sovereign of the 
universe who has solemnly claimed an 
exclusive property in the souls of men.”

 — Benjamin Rush, signer of the Declaration 
of Independence; Surgeon General of the 
Continental Army; ratifier of the U.S. Constitution; 
‘Father of American Medicine’; Treasurer of the 
U.S. Mint; ‘Father of Public Schools Under the 
Constitution.

   Minutes of the Proceedings of a Convention of 
Delegates from the Abolition Societies .  Established 
in Different Parts of the United States, Assembled 
at Philadelphia, on the First Day of January, One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety-Four… 
(Philadelphia: Zachariah Poulson, 1794), p. 24. “To 
the Citizens of the United States.”

Benjamin Rush



Wilberforce’s emphasis on societal change 
was fueled by an evangelistic fervor.  He 
had his hopes pinned on the truth of God’s 
Word as the means of bringing solidarity to 
the nation and its people.  For this reason, 
he had firm opinions about the role of the 
Church in promoting biblical understand-
ing rather than moralistic campaigning.  For 
example, in reaction to the radicals of his 
day, Wilberforce felt it necessary 

“to encourage the increase of devoted 
clergymen who would promote ‘true 
honest practical Christianity’.  He saw 
the role of clergy as that of reconcilers, 
harmonizers and quieters:  he would 
not have liked radical parsons who 
preached political revolt, even against 
glaring injustice, for revolt bred dis-
tress and confusion for the common 
man.  Wilberforce’s eye was on the 
happiness of families rather than on 
the creation of a distant better order 
through civil strife; the French Revo-
lution had been proof enough of the 
misery such might cause, and he was 
too near to appreciate its lasting con-
tributions to liberty.”31

V.   SUMMARY

THE MINISTRY OF EVANGELISM 
AND DISCIPLESHIP OF A 

GOVERNMENTAL LEADER MADE 
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE STRONG 

IN CHRIST AND BROKE THE 
BACK OF SLAVERY IN BRITAIN.32  

AND SO SHOULD BE THE 
PRIMARY MINISTRY OF  
THE CHURCH TODAY. 

THE INSTITUTION OF THE 
CHURCH SHOULD BE PRE-
POLITICAL RATHER THAN 

POLITICAL

It should concentrate its energies on evange-
lizing, teaching and discipling Public Servants 
in Christ, rather than on becoming a politi-
cal lobbying force on moral issues.33  Pressure 
tactics may work effectively for a time…they 

might even seem like the most practical way 
to achieve change in culture, yet Wilberforce 
“was practical with a difference.  He believed 
with all his heart that new affections for God 
were the key to new morals and lasting polit-
ical reformation.”34  

If Evangelicals in the political arena desire 
to have more ‘Wilberforces’ in office (i.e. 
men and women whose most important 
political decision is their salvation and 
submission to God’s Word), the biblical 
methodology to achieve this goal is only 
through the accurate proclamation of the 
truth of God’s Word.  Evangelism and dis-
cipleship of governmental leaders is the 
rightful and critically necessary place for 
the institutional Church within the halls of 
Civil Government.  John Piper sets forth 
the following challenge: 

“Is it not remarkable that one of the 
greatest politicians of Britain and one 
of the most persevering public warriors 
for social justice should elevate doc-
trine so highly?  Perhaps this is why the 
impact of the church today is as weak 
as it is.  Those who are most passion-
ate about being practical for the pub-
lic good are often the least doctrinally 
interested or informed.  Wilberforce 
would say: You can’t endure in bearing 
fruit if you sever the root.”35  

How true this is, and how sad as well.  Wil-
berforce was not merely full of good and 
moral ideas; rather, he was full of God’s wis-
dom and His Holy Spirit!  This illustrates the 
need for and outcome of evangelizing and 
discipling today’s governmental leaders!  God 
may have another Wilberforce in the mak-
ing!  Maybe even two or three in our Capitol!

Wilberforce serves as a pivotal Evangelical 
Public Servant role model! His story is an 
exemplar for every present and future Pub-
lic Servant! States biographer Gertz, who 
wrote about the life of Newton in Pastor 
to the Nation:

“In 1786, Newton wrote of Wilber-
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Lastly, the other great advantage of niche, 
in-depth, attractive, written Bible studies is 
that they can be translated and distributed 
worldwide at very little cost – with both 
immediacy and efficiency.  We are so 
excited about the recent developments 
that the Lord has enabled us to do in this 
way: you will notice on our www.capmin 
website that we are now publishing our 
D.C. Bible studies in Spanish, French, and 
Russian. This will greatly facilitate and 
enable the expansion of effective public 
servant discipleship ministries in other 
areas of the world.  

In 1996, when I first began writing one-
page Bible studies for Members of 
the California state legislature, I never 
imagined this ministry tool would gain 
such worldwide distribution. We praise 
God for this, for the team that takes my 
manuscripts and produces what you see, 
and for your partnership . All are necessary 
teammates to make it all happen .  

As I contemplate the beauty of this 
technology that allows world-wide access 
to deep Bible studies, I think of how a 
handful of pastors introduced William 
Wilberforce to Christ, thereby changing 
his heart and enabling him to change the 
world. 

The monumental effort and eventual 
success of Wilberforce’s life work stands as 
an example of what can be accomplished 
when God’s Word is planted deeply, 
nurtured faithfully, and strengthened 
consistently through biblical discipleship 
ministries to Public Servants. And as 
Capitol Ministries continues to plant 
ministries in foreign lands such as in the 
CIS (former Soviet Bloc) countries, Africa, 
and Central and South America, I marvel 
at what God will do with an increasing 
number of Public Servants who are 
mature in Christ.

Thank you and God bless you for your 
partnership . cm

— ralph

Continued from page 4
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force, ‘I hope the Lord will make him 
a blessing both as a Christian and 
a statesman.  How seldom do these 
characters coincide!  But they are not 
incompatible.’  To Newton’s credit as 
a spiritual counselor and friend, few 
politicians have ever done so much as 
Wilberforce for the cause of Christ or 
the church.”36

In many ways, William Wilberforce is 
a biblical role model of a most effective 
Evangelical Public Servant!

VI.   CONCLUSION

Unfortunately, slave trading is still alive 

and well today in other countries through-
out the world. It is estimated that over 25 
million people around the globe are living 
under the yoke of slavery. This is a hu-
man tragedy. It highlights the depravity 
and sinful nature of man. Man is not ba-
sically good, he is essentially evil and it is 
the government’s role to punish such evil 
(Romans 13) not condone it. The Church 
today needs more men like John New-
ton. Men who will make disciples of Jesus 
Christ among those in political leadership 
so as to enable them by the clear teaching 
of the Word of God to lead the State with 
visceral biblical convictions. 

“ [W]hy keep alive the question of 
slavery? It is admitted by all to be a 
great evil.”

 —  Charles Carroll, Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence; Delegate to the Constitutional 
Convention; Framer of the Bill of Rights; U.S. 
Senator .

    Kate Mason Rowland, Life and Correspondence 
of Charles Carroll of Carrollton (New York and 
London: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1898), Vol. II, pg. 231.

Charles Carroll
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