
Weekly Bible Study During Session
SENATE: Dirkson Basement: 8:00 am Tuesdays. Hot Breakfast Served.
CONGRESS:  Capitol H324: 5:30 pm Monday or Tuesday Evenings. Before First Votes Back. 

Knowing Jesus: Faith

THE INTENTION OF OUR STUDY THIS 
WEEK is to expand our understanding and 
the implications of what the Bible instructs the 

believer regarding faith.  We will see that “without faith it 
is impossible to please Him” and that properly understood, 
the biblical concept of the believer and faith extends far 
beyond the walls of soteriology, the doctrine of salvation.  
In other words, “without faith it is impossible to please 
Him” means much more than placing our trust in Him 
relative to salvation.
Remember, in this present Bible study series we are examin-
ing the basic building blocks of our Christian faith.  That is 
to say this: walking by faith — taking risks to expand God’s 
Kingdom — is essential to living the Christian life success-
fully. What are you doing to expand the good news of Jesus 
Christ? 
Read on, my friends, and learn more about what faith in 
Jesus means, not only in terms of your salvation, but your 
present activities in the here and now.

Ralph Drollinger
President & Founder

APRIL 13, 2015 MEMBERS BIBLE STUDY   •   U.S. CAPITOL

Congressional Sponsors
Robert Aderholt, C: AL

Marsha Blackburn, C: TN
Jim Bridenstine, C: OK
Tony Cardenas, C: CA

John Carter, C: TX
Bill Cassidy, S: LA

Michael Conaway, C: TX
Kevin Cramer, C: ND
Rick Crawford, C: AR
Steven Daines, S: MT

Jeff Denham, C: CA
John Duncan, Jr., C: TN

Mary Fallin, G: OK
John Fleming, C: LA

Bill Flores, C: TX
Randy Forbes, C: VA
Trent Franks, C: AZ
Scott Garrett, C: NJ

Louie Gohmert, C: TX
Tom Graves, C: GA

Tim Griffin, Lt G: AR
Gregg Harper, C: MS

George Holding, C: NC 
Bill Huizenga, C: MI

Randy Hultgren, C: IL
Bill Johnson, C: OH

Jim Jordan, C: OH
Steve King, C: IA

John Kline, C: MN
Doug LaMalfa, C: CA
Doug Lamborn, C: CO
James Lankford, S: OK

Cynthia Lummis, C: WY
Mark Meadows, C: NC

Jeff Miller, C: FL
Randy Neugebauer, C: TX

Steve Pearce, C: NM
Mike Pence, G: IN

Robert Pittenger, C: NC
Mike Pompeo, C: KS

Bill Posey, C: FL
Tom Price, C: GA

Reid Ribble, C: WI
Cathy McMorris Rogers, C: WA

Austin Scott, C: GA
Tim Scott, S: SC

Lamar Smith, C: TX
Marlin Stutzman, C: IN
Glenn Thompson, C: PA

John Thune, S: SD
Scott Tipton, C: CO

Tim Walberg, C: MI
Randy Weber, C: TX

Daniel Webster, C: FL
Lynn Westmorland, C: GA

Roger Williams, C: TX
 Joe Wilson, C: SC

Rob Wittman, C: VA
Steve Womack, C: AR

Rob Woodall, C: GA
Ted Yoho, C: FL

VERSE OF THE WEEK

Hebrews 11:6  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

ABOUT

Capitol Ministries .  .  .  .  .  . 4

INSIDE

Triumph of Faith over Idolatry by Jean-Baptiste Théodon (1646–1713)



I.   THE INTRODUCTION OF FAITH

The biblical injunction to the believer relative 
to faith means we are to both pioneer and build 
the Kingdom of God by taking risks. It means 
that to please Him, we must in obedience step 
outside our comfort zone and journey into ter-
ritories perhaps presently unfamiliar. 

THE PRIMARY REASON JESUS KEEPS 
US HERE POST SALVATION IS TO 

BUILD HIS KINGDOM.  THIS IS 
DEPICTED BY JESUS’ LAST WORDS 
TO THE DISCIPLES.  HE SAID, “GO 

THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES 
OF ALL THE NATIONS . . . .

(MATTHEW 28:19)

Notice the word Go poreuthentes. Jesus is not 
making a suggestion for their consideration.  
He is commanding them to do this in an on-
going sense as an ingredient necessary to make 
disciples (which is the main verb in the Great 
Commission). Specifically, the word Go was 
used by a civil judge in biblical times to mark 
the close of a court case.1 Once the facts were 
in and the verdict rendered, it followed that 
all involved were to Go and live according to 
the facts. In parallel, if Jesus had risen from the 
dead and is validly the Messiah (in Matthew 
this commanding passage is found after the 
resurrection) then the conclusion is to go and 
tell the world!  Look up the following passages 
which expand upon this.  Who is and what is 
the believer to do?

A.   John 15:16
You did not choose Me but I chose you, and ap-
pointed you that you would go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit would remain, so that 
whatever you ask of the Father in My name 
He may give to you.
___________________________________

B.   Ephesians 1:4
Just as He chose us in Him before the founda-
tion of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him.
___________________________________

C.   2Corinthians 5:18-20
Now all these things are from God, who rec-
onciled us to Himself through Christ and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation,  namely, that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and He has committed to us the word 
of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassa-
dors for Christ, as though God were making 
an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. 
___________________________________

This action of continually going (going is a par-
ticiple in the Greek) requires continual faith. 
And the faith to go represents the very essence 
of fulfilling our identity and calling in Christ.  
To not go is to self-abort God’s mission in every 
believer’s life. Accordingly . . .

THE QUESTION FOR THE BELIEVER 
IS NOT “IF” I SHOULD GO.  RATHER, 

“WHERE AND WHEN?” 

The need to go and develop ministries amongst 
Public Servants throughout the world is easily 
seen by the evidence depicting the needs in this 
people group.  Consider the following statistics 
relative to our United States Congress:

An Ethical View (1998) of the 
United States Congress 

•  29 have been accused of spousal abuse
•  7 have been arrested for fraud
•  19 have been accused of writing bad checks
•  117 have bankrupted at least two businesses
•  3 have been arrested for assault
•  71 cannot get a credit card due to bad credit
•   14 have been arrested for drug-related 

charges
•  8 have been arrested for shoplifting
•   In 1998 alone, 84 were stopped for drunk 

driving

This so breaks my heart. Herein are the most in-
fluential people in our culture, and yet they lack 
an effective life-changing ministry of the gos-
pel.2 It reveals that back then that believers had 
not gone and made disciples.  I want to believe 
that things have drastically changed since 1998 
and that there are now strong biblical ministries 
on the Hill that are making disciples. What a 
huge difference the light of the Word can make 
in any affinity group!  But it starts with a will-
ingness to go by faith!

The writer of Hebrews employs an athletic met-
aphor echoing the need of every believer to go 
most efficiently by faith and make disciples: “let 
us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
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“The hope of a Christian is inseparable 
from his faith. Whoever believes in the 
Divine inspiration of the Holy Scriptures 
must hope that the religion of Jesus shall 
prevail throughout the earth. Never 
since the foundation of the world have 
the prospects of mankind been more 
encouraging to that hope than they 
appear to be at the present time. And 
may the associated distribution of the 
Bible proceed and prosper till the Lord 
shall have made “bare His holy arm in 
the eyes of all the nations, and all the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God” [Isaiah 52:10]. In the chain 
of human events, the birthday of the 
nation is indissolubly linked with the 
birthday of the Savior. The Declaration 
of Independence laid the cornerstone 
of human government upon the first 
precepts of Christianity.”

   —  John Quincy Adams, Sixth President of the 
United States; Diplomat; Secretary of State; 
U.S. Senator; U.S. Representative; ‘Old Man 
Eloquent;’ Hell-Hound of Abolition.

   John Quincy Adams, An Oration Delivered Before 
the Inhabitants of the Town of Newburyport at 
Their Request on the Sixty-First Anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1837 
(Newburyport: Charles Whipple, 1837), pp . 5-6 .

John Quincy Adams



endurance the race that is set before us” (He-
brews 12:1). What specifically is faith?

II.   THE INTERPRETATION OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:1 interprets or defines what bibli-
cal faith is. “Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 
This passage is written in the style of the Old 
Testament Psalms which incorporate Hebrew 
poetry — stating the same thing twice, each 
stanza in a slightly different manner.

Substance hupostasis means “a standing under.” 
It connotes a title deed, or guarantee.  It is the 
assurance of reality. The Greek word for the 
phrase of things hoped for is not like it may ap-
pear here in English, as though the biblical writ-
er is describing a whimsical, self-fulfilling desire 
that I might possess — as if faith is the vehicle 
by which I get what I want.3  Rather in context 
to the whole of Scripture it is best understood 
as those things which God places on our hearts 
in concert with His written, divine will.  Let me 
unpack what I mean.

Psalm 37:4 states, “Delight yourself in the Lord, 
and He will give you the desires of your heart.”  
Paul, in Philippians 2:13 says to believers, “for 
it is God who is at work in you both to will and 
to work for His good pleasure.” Both of these 
passages reveal that God directs believers in and 
through their hearts.  It follows then that if the 
direction is from Him, it will always be toward 
His purposes and glory.  This is amplified by 
Paul in 2Thessalonians 1:11-12 where he says 
to the believers at that church, “To this end also 
we pray for you always, that our God will count 
you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every 
desire for goodness …so that the name of our 
Lord Jesus will be glorified in you . . .” In other 
words, because of the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
the things which the believer hopes for are syn-
onymous with his internal desire for goodness 
. . . and God’s glory.  

FAITH IS THE PRESENT ASSURANCE 
OF A FUTURE REALITY

(WHICH GOD HAS PLACED ON 
YOUR HEART, 

AND IS IN HARMONY 
WITH SCRIPTURE)

WHICH HE INTENDS TO DO 
THROUGH YOU IN THE FUTURE

Having defined it, I am uneasy when I hear 
someone tell me, “God told me…” only to hear 
what He supposedly told them is outside the 
revealed will and purposes of God!  God’s will 
as manifest through His servants is primarily 
related to redeeming lost sinners from the wrath 
due them via a lack of faith in the substitutionary 
atonement of His Son, Jesus Christ. If what you 
are believing God has laid on your heart does not 
somehow include this element, then is your de-
sire from Him or is it simply one of your selfish 
desires — and has nothing to do with Him?

BELIEVE GOD BY FAITH TO DO 
GREAT AND MIGHTY THINGS 

THROUGH YOUR LIFE RELATIVE 
TO PROPAGATING THE MESSAGE 
OF SALVATION AND YOU WILL BE 

IN FOR A FULFILLING ADVENTURE 
SURPASSED BY NOTHING ELSE  

IN THE WORLD.

III.   THE INFUSION OF FAITH

The faith spoken of in Scripture is not derived 
from one’s self.  The ability to trust in Christ for 
salvation and the ability to believe in Him for 
future ministry expansion are the result of His 
infusion of faith (cf. Romans 3:20-26; Galatians 
2:16). Ephesians 2:8 states that faith “is the gift 
of God.” Hebrews 12:2 states, “Fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith . . .”

The word author archegos means “originator, 
source or initiator.” The Author of life infuses 
us with His life at the time of our salvation. In 
this regard, Paul stated to the Galatian church, 
“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God.”(2:20).

In a full-picture sense, the believer remains on 
earth post-salvation to accomplish all that God 
intends, and to the degree that he is obedient to 
follow God’s promptings, he will achieve his or 
her life purpose.  This is why Paul could confi-
dently say at the end of his ministry and life, “I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course. I have kept the faith” (2Timothy 4:7).  
Elsewhere in Ephesians 2:10 he states classically,

“ For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared be-
forehand so that we would walk in them.”
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HEBREWS 11:6

And without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes to 

God must believe that He is and  
that He is a rewarder of those  

who seek Him.

 Believe God by faith to do great and 
mighty things through your life!

“ I am at last reconciled to my God and 
have assurance of His pardon through 
faith in Christ, against which the very 
gates of hell cannot prevail. Fear hath 
been driven out by perfect love.”

  —  John Randolph of Roanoke, Congressman un-
der Presidents John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, 
James Madison, James Monroe, John Quincy 
Adams, Andrew Jackson; U .S . Senator; Diplo-
mat .

    Hugh A . Garland, The Life of John Randolph of Ro-
anoke (New York: D . Appleton & Company, 1853), 
Vol. II, p. 99, to Francis Scott Key on September 
7, 1818 .

John Randolph
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The question then becomes are you willing to 
fulfill the Author’s preordained purposes for 
your life?

IV.   THE ILLUSTRATIONS OF FAITH

The following are biblical illustrations of men 
and women who walked by faith.  But first is 
the classic illustration of faith. “By faith we un-
derstand that the worlds were prepared by the 
word of God, so that what is seen was not made 
out of things which are visible” (Hebrews 11:3).

Herein we see that God created everything out 
of things not visible: faith.  He has given us that 
same kind of ability, an ability called faith: to 
possess mental convictions about things He 
wants accomplished and then the ability and 
power via the indwelling Holy Spirit to work 
toward their actual accomplishment! Such can 
consume your whole life!  

Nothing is more exciting than to look back and see 
how God matured a particular person or ministry 
through your obedient faith.  It is very fulfilling!

How do the following illustrate faith in the sense 
of Hebrews 11:1: Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

A.   Noah.  Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, be-
ing warned by God about things not yet seen, 
in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation 
of his household, by which he condemned the 
world, and became an heir of the righteousness 
which is according to faith.
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

B.   Abraham.  Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, 
when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place 
which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he 
went out, not knowing where he was going.
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

C. Sarah.   Hebrews 11:11 By faith even 
Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even 
beyond the proper time of life, since she consid-
ered Him faithful who had promised.
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

D. Moses.   Hebrews 11:29 By faith they 
passed through the Red Sea as though they were 
passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, 
when they attempted it, were drowned.
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

E. Joshua.   Hebrews 11:30 By faith the 
walls of Jericho fell down after they had been 
encircled for seven days.
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

V.   THE INTENTION OF FAITH 

Lastly, in our study of faith we learn that, “And 
without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He 
is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek 
Him”  Hebrews 11:6. 

One will never know salvation by reason, calcu-
lation, merit or achievement.  Nor will one ever 
experience the richness of having God use his 
life until by faith he will yield.

THIS IS NO DIFFERENT THAN 
THE SCIENTIST WHO MUST FIRST 
HYPOTHESIZE THAT HIS AXIOM IS 

CORRECT AND THEN EXPERIMENT 
TO PROVE OR DISPROVE HIS BELIEF.  
HE MUST INCORPORATE FAITH TO 

AFFIRM THE ASSURANCE OF THE 
THINGS HOPED FOR.

It is this life of calculated risk — all with the 
intention of glorifying Him — which pleases 
Him. And He will guide you in His perfect will 
all along the way.

___________________________________

1    W.E. Vine An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words 
(New York:  Thomas Nelson, 1939), 486.

2    To quote myself from the cover letter in this year’s Pastors’ Day 
at the Capitol invitation brochure, no longer is the church mes-
sage or methodology about achieving “liberty from sin,” rather 
it’s “lobby to win.”  The 20 year siphoning off of its energy away 
from pure, biblical ministry has in part created this tremendous 
void depicted by these statistics.  Herein illustrated is a need to 
go and place non-political, effective ministers and ministries in 
every capitol of our country.

3    This is a description of those who would preach what has be-
come known as “the prosperity gospel” — as if God exists solely 
to fulfill my desires.
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