
Weekly Bible Study During Session
SENATE: Dirkson Basement: 8:00 am Tuesdays. Hot Breakfast Served.
CONGRESS:  Capitol H324: 5:30 pm Monday or Tuesday Evenings. Before First Votes Back. 

Knowing Jesus:  
Obedience to Him

This week in our ongoing series on Knowing Jesus, we 
will begin the topic: Obedience to Christ, which I 
believe you will find to be a good study to promote 

soul-searching.  Read on my friends!
 

Ralph Drollinger
President & Founder
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I.    THE SEEDBED OF OBEDIENCE

Obedience is more than following a set of 
rules.  It is the expected response of a Christian 
to his or her Lord.  In large part, a believer’s 
willingness to be obedient to his or her Lord 
has much to do with how he or she came to 
Christ: What he or she was sold. Did you 
come to Christ only with the expectation of 
being saved?  Or did you come to Christ be-
ing at the end of self ? Note that in the Sermon 
on the Mount Jesus begins His “Four Spiritu-
al Laws” presentation (a very popular gospel 
tract at the end of the 20th Century) not with 
“I love you and offer a wonderful plan for your 
life,” but rather by first addressing the inner at-
titude of the recipient. Why do you think this 
is? The former presentation could easily lead 
to someone coming to Christ with improper 
motives. Whereas Jesus said in Matthew 5:3 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit . . . .” And in 5:4, 
“Blessed are those who mourn . . . .” These pas-
sages address the inner being of the recipient: 
Jesus is saying that it is only someone who is 
tired and broken over their proclivity to sin, 
and who wants desperately to exchange his life 
for His life that is “blessed.” In this continuing 
sense, later in 5:6 He says, “Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness . . . .” 
It follows that those who are tired of their sin 
will be in want of God’s righteousness. 1Peter 
1:14-15 captures this same idea and its twin 
sister: the internal compunction to be obedi-
ent to Him: 

As obedient children . . . like the Holy One 
who called you, be holy yourselves also in all 
your behavior.

Show me a believer who views Christ as an 
add-on and I will show you someone who 
(generally speaking) lacks in obedience. In the 
study that follows we will investigate what it 
means to be obedient, areas of obedience, and 
some results of obedience – but before we do, 
this first point cannot be overemphasized. 
 

THE INTERNAL DESIRE OF 
OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST IS 

ONLY BIRTHED IN A SOIL RICH 
IN PERSONAL DESTITUTION 

AND SADNESS OVER SIN. SOILS 
THAT FOSTER PERSONAL 

SIGNIFICANCE AND STATURE 
BEAR LITTLE IN THE WAY OF 

CHRISTLIKENESS. 

 A.  THE CALL TO OBEY GOD’S 
COMMANDS

1.   Notice  John 14:15:
If you love Me, you will keep My command-
ments.

         Jesus said, “If you love Me, you 
will . . . .” do what? 

_________________________________

2.  What is expected of Christ’s fol-
lowers as stated in James 1:22? 

But prove yourselves doers of the word, and 
not merely hearers who delude themselves.
_________________________________

 B.  THE CALL TO FOLLOW 
CHRIST

1.  What three things does Jesus 
say are necessary of a person 
who follows Him (Luke 9:23)?

And He was saying to them all, “If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”

 a.  ______________________
        b. _______________________
          c. _______________________

2.  How did Jesus set the example 
for us when suffering for His 
obedience to God (1Peter 
2:20-23)? 

For what credit is there if, when you sin and 
are harshly treated, you endure it with pa-
tience? But if when you do what is right and 
suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds 
favor with God. For you have been called 
for this purpose, since Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example for you to 
follow in His steps, who committed no sin, 
nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and 
while being reviled, He did not revile in re-
turn; while suffering, He uttered no threats, 
but kept entrusting Himself to Him who 
judges righteously.
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“ [T]he religion which has introduced 
civil liberty is the religion of Christ 
and His apostles . . . . This is genuine 
Christianity and to this we owe our free 
constitutions of government. The moral 
principles and precepts found in the 
Scriptures ought to form the basis of all 
our civil constitutions and laws.”

   —  Noah Webster, Revolutionary Soldier; Judge; 
Legislator; Educator; ‘Schoolmaster to Amer-
ica .’

    Noah Webster, History of the United States (New 
Haven: Durrie & Peck, 1832), p . 339, “Advice to 
the Young,” p . 53 .

Noah Webster



_________________________________
_________________________________

OBEDIENCE IS NOT MERELY 
FOLLOWING A LIST OF “DOS AND 

DON’TS.”  RATHER, IT STEMS 
FROM A DESPERATE PASSION TO 
BE SAVED FROM THE EVIL WAYS 

OF ONE’S SELF BY SEEKING AFTER 
THE THINGS ABOVE.  

3.  How does Colossians 2:20-3:2 
add to your understanding of 
the above? 

If you have died with Christ to the elemen-
tary principles of the world, why, as if you 
were living in the world, do you submit 
yourself to decrees, such as, “Do not handle, 
do not taste, do not touch!” (which all refer 
to things destined to perish with use) — in 
accordance with the commandments and 
teachings of men? These are matters which 
have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom 
in self-made religion and self-abasement 
and severe treatment of the body, but are of 
no value against fleshly indulgence. There-
fore if you have been  raised up with Christ, 
keep seeking the things above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
mind on the things above, not on the things 
that are on earth.  
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

 C.  THE CALL TO SUBMISSION 

Do you not know that when you present 
yourselves to someone as slaves for obedi-
ence, you are slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of 
obedience resulting in righteousness?  (Ro-
mans 6:16) 
  How should we present ourselves to 

God per Romans 12:1? How does the 
phrase “the mercies of God” relate to 
our motivation to be obedient?

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mer-
cies of God, to present your bodies a living 
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual service of worship. (Ro-
mans 12:1)
_________________________________

II.    OBEDIENCE MARKS A TRUE 
BELIEVER

 A.  LOOK AT 1JOHN 2:3-4 (OUR 
MEMORY VERSE).

By this we know that we have come to know 
Him, if we keep His commandments. The 
one who says, “I have come to know Him,” 
and does not keep His commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him.”

1.  What does obeying the Word of 
God demonstrate?

_________________________________
_________________________________

2.  What does continuous disobe-
dience to the Word of God in-
dicate?

_________________________________

 B.  WHAT CHARACTERIZES 
THE TRUE BELIEVER AS 
ONE WHO WILL ENTER 
THE KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN? (MATTHEW 7:21)

Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father who is in 
heaven will enter. 
_________________________________
_________________________________

But whoever keeps His word, in him the love of 
God has truly been perfected.  By this we know 
that we are in Him. (1John 2:5)

III.    AN EXAMPLE OF 
DISOBEDIENCE

 A.  READ 1SAMUEL 15:16-23. 
INSTEAD OF COMPLETE 
OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S 
COMMAND, KING SAUL 
SUBSTITUTED HIS OWN 
WAY OF WORSHIP AND 
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♥  VERSE OF THE WEEK

1JOHN 2:3-4
By this we know that we have 

come to know Him, if we keep His 
commandments.  The one who says, 
‘I have come to know Him,’ and does 

not keep His commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him.

Obedience is a mark of genuine salvation.



EXCUSED HIS PERSONAL 
DISOBEDIENCE.

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Wait, and let 
me tell you what the LORD said to me last 
night.” And he said to him, “Speak!” Sam-
uel said, “Is it not true, though you were 
little in your own eyes, you were made the 
head of the tribes of Israel? And the LORD 
anointed you king over Israel, and the 
LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go 
and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amale-
kites, and fight against them until they are 
exterminated.’ Why then did you not obey 
the voice of the LORD, but rushed upon the 
spoil and did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD?” Then Saul said to Samuel, “I 
did obey the voice of the LORD, and went 
on the mission on which the LORD sent 
me, and have brought back Agag the king 
of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the 
Amalekites. But the people took some of 
the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest of the 
things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice 
to the LORD your God at Gilgal.” Samuel 
said, “Has the LORD as much delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying 
the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to heed than the 
fat of rams. “For rebellion is as the sin of div-
ination, and insubordination is as iniquity 
and idolatry. Because you have rejected the 
word of the LORD, He has also rejected you 
from being king.” 

1.  What was Samuel’s reply?  
How did he value obedience 
in comparison to ritualistic 
sacrifice?

_________________________________
_________________________________

2.  To what are stubbornness and 
rebellion compared?

_________________________________

3.  What did Saul’s disobedience 
cost him?

_________________________________

 B.  CONSIDER ZECHARIAH 
7:8-14.

Then the word of the LORD came to Zech-
ariah saying, “Thus has the LORD of hosts 
said, ‘Dispense true justice and practice 
kindness and compassion each to his broth-
er; and do not oppress the widow or the 
orphan, the stranger or the poor; and do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one 
another.’ But they refused to pay atten-
tion and turned a stubborn shoulder and 
stopped their ears from hearing. They made 
their hearts like flint so that they could 
not hear the law and the words which 
the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spir-
it through the former prophets; therefore 
great wrath came from the LORD of hosts. 
And just as He called and they would not 
listen, so they called and I would not lis-
ten,” says the LORD of hosts; “but I scat-
tered them with a storm wind among all 
the nations whom they have not known. 
Thus the land is desolated behind them so 
that no one went back and forth, for they 
made the pleasant land desolate.”

1.  How did the people react to 
God’s instruction? 

_________________________________

2.  How did it affect their prayers? 
_________________________________

3.  What was the result?
_________________________________

IV.   EXAMPLES OF OBEDIENCE

The Old Testament contains numerous ex-
amples of obedience.  Notice the Old Testa-
ment heroes of the faith and their obedience 
as listed in Hebrews 11.

 A. ABRAHAM’S OBEDIENCE

1.  What were two of Abraham’s 
great acts of obedience per 
Genesis 12:1-4 and  Hebrews 
11:8 respectively? 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth 
from your country, And from your relatives 
And from your father’s house, To the land 
which I will show you; And I will make you 
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“ [C]hristianity is the only true and 
perfect religion; and . . . in proportion 
as mankind adopt its principles and 
obey its precepts, they will be wise and 
happy.”

  —  Benjamin Rush, Signer of the Declaration 
of Independence; Surgeon General of 
the Continental Army; Ratifier of the U .S . 
Constitution; ‘Father of American Medicine’; 
Treasurer of the U .S . Mint; ‘Father of Public 
Schools Under the Constitution .’

    Benjamin Rush, Essays, Literary, Moral & 
Philosophical (Philadelphia: Thomas & Samuel 
F . Bradford, 1798), p . 93, “A Defence of the Use 
of the Bible as a School Book .” See also Rush, 
Letters, Vol . I, p . 578, to Jeremy Belknap on 
March 2, 1791 .

Benjamin Rush
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a great nation, And I will bless you, And 
make your name great; And so you shall be 
a blessing; And I will bless those who bless 
you, And the one who curses you I will curse. 
And in you all the families of the earth will be 
blessed.” So Abram went forth as the LORD 
had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. 
Now Abram was seventy-five years old when 
he departed from Haran. 

By faith Abraham, when he was called, 
obeyed by going out to a place which he was to 
receive for an inheritance; and he went out, 
not knowing where he was going.
_________________________________
_________________________________

2.  Because Abraham listened to 
the voice of God and obeyed, 
what three things did God 
(again) promise to Abraham’s 
son per Genesis 26:2-5? 

The LORD appeared to him and said, “Do 
not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of 
which I shall tell you. Sojourn in this land 
and I will be with you and bless you, for to 
you and to your descendants I will give all 
these lands, and I will establish the oath 
which I swore to your father Abraham. I 
will multiply your descendants as the stars 
of heaven, and will give your descendants all 
these lands; and by your descendants all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed; because 
Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My 
commandments, My statutes and My laws.”

a.  ______________________
b. _______________________
c. _______________________

 B. CHRIST’S OBEDIENCE

1.  What was Christ’s primary 
concern on earth ( John 4:34)?

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will 
of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His 
work.
_________________________________

2.  Even when facing the cross, 
what was Christ’s attitude 
(Luke 22:42)? 

Father, if You are willing, remove this cup 
from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.
_________________________________

3.  To what extent was Jesus willing 
to be obedient (Philippians 
2:8)?

Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross.
_________________________________

V.     THE PROMISES AND 
BLESSINGS OF OBEDIENCE

 A.  LIST SOME BLESSINGS 
THAT ARE PROMISED 
TO US IF WE OBEY GOD’S 
COMMANDMENTS.

1. John 15:10 
If you keep My commandments, you will 
abide in My love; just as I have kept My 
Father’s commandments and abide in His 
love. 
_________________________________

2. John 15:14 
You are My friends if you do what I com-
mand you.
_________________________________

3. 1John 3:22 
And whatever we ask we receive from Him, 
because we keep His commandments and do 
the things that are pleasing in His sight.
_________________________________

 B.  TO WHAT DOES JESUS 
COMPARE THE LIFE OF 
A PERSON WHO HEARS 
AND OBEYS HIS WORD 
(MATTHEW 7:24-27)? 

Therefore everyone who hears these words 
of Mine and acts on them, may be com-
pared to a wise man who built his house on 
the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and yet it did not fall, 
for it had been founded on the rock. Every-
one who hears these words of Mine and does 

“ Suppose a nation in some distant region 
should take the Bible for their only 
law book and every member should 
regulate his conduct by the precepts 
there exhibited. . . . What a Eutopia – 
what a Paradise would this region be!”

  —  John Adams, Second President of the United 
States; Signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence; Judge; Diplomat; One of two signers of 
the Bill of Rights .

    John Adams, Works, Vol . II, pp . 6-7, diary entry for 
February 22, 1756 .

John Adams



[   6   ]

Knowing Jesus: Obedience to Him

James Iredell

not act on them, will be like a foolish man 
who built his house on the sand. The rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and slammed against that house; and 
it fell—and great was its fall.
_________________________________

VI.   AREAS OF OBEDIENCE

 A.  WHAT ARE ALL 
CHRISTIANS TO BE 
TAUGHT CONCERNING 
CHRIST’S COMMANDS 
(MATTHEW 28:20)?

. . . teaching them to observe all that I com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.
_________________________________

 B.  READ EACH VERSE BELOW.  
FILL IN WHO IS TO BE 
OBEDIENT TO WHOM AND 
WHY.

1. Colossians 3:20 
Children, be obedient to your parents in all 
things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.

a. Who? ________________
b. To whom? _____________
a. Why? ________________

2. Ephesians 5:22-24
Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as 
to the Lord.  For the husband is the head 
of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the 
church, He Himself being the Savior of the 
body. But as the church is subject to Christ, 
so also the wives ought to be to their hus-
bands in everything.

a. Who? ________________
b. To whom? _____________
a. Why? ________________

3. Ephesians 6:5-8 
Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, 
as to Christ; not by way of eyeservice, as 
men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing 

the will of God from the heart. With good 
will render service, as to the Lord, and not 
to men, knowing that whatever good thing 
each one does, this he will receive back from 
the Lord, whether slave or free.

a. Who? ________________
b. To whom? _____________
a. Why? ________________

4. Hebrews 13:17
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 
they keep watch over your souls as those who 
will give an account. Let them do this with 
joy and not with grief, for this would be un-
profitable for you.

a. Who? ________________
b. To whom? _____________
a. Why? ________________

5. Romans 13:1
Every person is to be in subjection to the gov-
erning authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those which exist are 
established by God.

a. Who? ________________
b. To whom? _____________
a. Why? ________________

 C.  WHAT SHOULD A WIFE 
DO IF HER HUSBAND IS AN 
UNBELIEVER (1PETER 3:1)? 

In the same way, you wives, be submissive 
to your own husbands so that even if any of 
them are disobedient to the word, they may 
be won without a word by the behavior of 
their wives,
_________________________________

 D.  WHAT IF A SERVANT 
(OR EMPLOYEE) HAS AN 
“IMPOSSIBLE” EMPLOYER? 
WHAT SHOULD HE OR SHE 
DO (1PETER 2:18-19)?

Servants, be submissive to your masters with 
all respect, not only to those who are good 
and gentle, but also to those who are unrea-
sonable. For this finds favor, if for the sake 
of conscience toward God a person bears up 

“ For my part, I am free and ready enough 
to declare that I think the Christian 
religion is a Divine institution; and I 
pray to God that I may never forget 
the precepts of His religion or suffer the 
appearance of an inconsistency in my 
principles and practice.”

  —  James Iredell, Ratifier of the U .S . Constitution; 
Attorney General of North Carolina; U .S . 
Supreme Court Justice appointed by President 
George Washington . 

    James Iredell, The Papers of James Iredell, Don 
Higginbotham, editor (Raleigh: North Carolina 
Division of Archives and History, 1976), Vol . I, p . 
11 from his 1768 essay on religion .



under sorrows when suffering unjustly.
_________________________________

VII.    OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD 
OBEDIENCE

We must remember that all our good works 
apart from faith are like filthy rags. States Isa-
iah 64:6 in this regard,
 
For all of us have become like one who is un-
clean, And all our righteous deeds are like 
a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a 
leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take 
us away.

Whereas genuine faith always manifests it-
self in obedience to Christ (the introductory 
point of this Bible study), conversely obedi-
ence without genuine faith amounts to noth-
ing: nothing more than a life of moralism that 
is often characterized by pharisaical attitudes 
toward others. Our obedience must grow out 
of a broken heart of desperation and want for 
God’s love and to be pleasing to our Maker. 
Obedience stems from knowing all He has 
done on our behalf — by saving us from our 
sin through His work on the cross.

 A.  WHAT WAS THE BASIS 
OF ALL OF ABRAHAM’S 
OBEDIENCE (CITING 
AGAIN HEBREWS 11:8)? 

By faith Abraham, when he was called, 
obeyed by going out to a place which he was 
to receive for an inheritance; and he went 
out, not knowing where he was going.
_________________________________

 B.  READ THE “PARABLE 
OF THE TWO SONS” 
(MATTHEW 21:28-32).  

But what do you think? A man had two 
sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go work today in the vineyard.’ And he an-
swered, ‘I will not’; but afterward he regret-
ted it and went. The man came to the second 
and said the same thing; and he answered, ‘I 
will, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two 
did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you 

that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get 
into the kingdom of God before you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and 
you did not believe him; but the tax collectors 
and prostitutes did believe him; and you, see-
ing this, did not even feel remorse afterward 
so as to believe him.

  Which son had the better attitude? 
More importantly, why? How does 
this relate back to Matthew 5:3-6?

“Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inher-
it the earth, Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied.”
_________________________________

 C.  USING PETER AS OUR 
EXAMPLE, WHAT SHOULD 
BE OUR RESPONSE WHEN 
GOD’S WORD SEEMS 
CONTRARY TO OUR OWN 
JUDGMENT (LUKE 5:1-7)?

Now it happened that while the crowd was 
pressing around Him and listening to the 
word of God, He was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret; and He saw two boats lying at the 
edge of the lake; but the fishermen had got-
ten out of them and were washing their nets. 
And He got into one of the boats, which was 
Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little way 
from the land. And He sat down and began 
teaching the people from the boat. When He 
had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put 
out into the deep water and let down your nets 
for a catch.” Simon answered and said, “Mas-
ter, we worked hard all night and caught noth-
ing, but I will do as You say and let down the 
nets.” When they had done this, they enclosed 
a great quantity of fish, and their nets began 
to break; so they signaled to their partners in 
the other boat for them to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both of the boats, so 
that they began to sink.

_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
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“ The practice of morality being necessary 
for the well being of society, He [God] 
has taken care to impress its precepts 
so indelibly on our hearts that they shall 
not be effaced by the subtleties of our 
brain. We all agree in the obligation 
of the moral principles of Jesus and 
nowhere will they be found delivered in 
greater purity than in His discourses.”

  —  Thomas Jefferson, Third President of The Unit-
ed States; Signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence; Diplomat; Governor of Virginia; Secre-
tary of State .

    Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jef-
ferson, Alberty Ellery Bergh, editor (Washington 
D .C .: The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Associa-
tion, 1904), Vol . XII, p . 315, to James Fishback, 
September 27, 1809 .

Thomas Jefferson
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 D. READ EPHESIANS 6:6.
Not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, 
but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart.

1.  How should we view ourselves 
in relation to Christ?

_________________________________

2.  Again, what should be our 
inner attitude as we do the will 
of God? 

_________________________________

VIII.   APPLICATION

 A.  WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO 
“PRESENT YOUR BODIES 
A LIVING AND HOLY 
SACRIFICE, ACCEPTABLE 
TO GOD” (AGAIN, ROMANS 
12:1)? 

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mer-
cies of God, to present your bodies a living 
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual service of worship.
_________________________________

 B.  WHAT HAVE YOU 
LEARNED ABOUT THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF 
DISOBEDIENCE?

_________________________________
_________________________________

 C.  IN WHAT AREAS OF YOUR 
LIFE DOES GOD WANT 
GREATER OBEDIENCE? 

_________________________________

_________________________________
_________________________________

IV.   SUMMARY

Obedience is a mark of genuine salvation. 
Many are those on the Capitol campus who 
profess Christ, but walk in disobedience to 
God’s precepts. In fact they place their own 
opinions over and above the perspicuous 
teachings of God’s Word. If this is an ac-
curate characterization of you or someone 
else over a prolonged period of time, what 
should that indicate to you? Be discerning! 
Matthew 7:20 states, “You will know them 
by their fruits.”

This insight is not only profoundly import-
ant in terms of asking yourself “am I really 
saved?” but it  is characteristic of one’s level 
of actual spiritual maturity. Many are those 
who “name the name of Christ” but how 
many are obedient to His scriptural pre-
cepts? Accordingly, who do you know that 
“names the name of Christ,” but is in need of 
your ministry of evangelism. Note Matthew 
7:21-23 in this regard:

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father who is in 
heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on 
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in Your name, and in Your name cast 
out demons, and in Your name perform 
many miracles?’ And then I will declare 
to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART 
FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 
LAWLESSNESS.’

[   8   ]

Knowing Jesus: Obedience to Him

“ The Bible is the best of all books, for it is the word of God and teaches us 
the way to be happy in this world and in the next. Continue therefore to 
read it and to regulate your life by its precepts.”

  —  John Jay, President of Congress; Diplomat; Author of The Federalist Papers; Original Chief 
Justice of the U .S . Supreme Court; Governor of New York . 

   John Jay, John Jay: The Winning of the Peace. Unpublished Papers 1780-1784, Richard B . 
Morris, editor (New York: Harper & Row Publishers, 1980), Vol . II, p . 709, to Peter Augustus 
Jay on April 8, 1784 .


