
Weekly Bible Study During Session
SENATE: Dirkson Basement: 8:00 am Tuesdays. Hot Breakfast Served.
CONGRESS:  Capitol H324: 5:30 pm Monday or Tuesday Evenings. Before First Votes Back. 

Knowing Jesus:  
The Vital Role of 
Spiritual Gifts

This week’s study in our continuing series on 
Knowing Jesus relates to ascertaining and practicing 
your spiritual gifts. Jesus had all the spiritual gifts. 

Today, His body is comprised of individual believers who 
possess certain allotments or portions of them. It follows 
then that only when we know and practice our gifts in 
unity does the world see Christ in the Capitol; when we 
don’t, they don’t.  
What is/are your spiritual gifts? Are you practicing them?  
Let’s study on . . . .

 

Ralph Drollinger
President & Founder

MAY 4, 2015 MEMBERS BIBLE STUDY   •   U.S. CAPITOL

Congressional Sponsors
Robert Aderholt, C: AL

Marsha Blackburn, C: TN
Jim Bridenstine, C: OK
Tony Cardenas, C: CA

John Carter, C: TX
Bill Cassidy, S: LA

Michael Conaway, C: TX
Kevin Cramer, C: ND
Rick Crawford, C: AR
Steven Daines, S: MT

Jeff Denham, C: CA
John Duncan, Jr., C: TN

Mary Fallin, G: OK
John Fleming, C: LA

Bill Flores, C: TX
Randy Forbes, C: VA
Trent Franks, C: AZ
Scott Garrett, C: NJ

Louie Gohmert, C: TX
Tom Graves, C: GA

Tim Griffin, Lt G: AR
Gregg Harper, C: MS

George Holding, C: NC 
Bill Huizenga, C: MI

Randy Hultgren, C: IL
Bill Johnson, C: OH

Jim Jordan, C: OH
Steve King, C: IA

John Kline, C: MN
Doug LaMalfa, C: CA
Doug Lamborn, C: CO
James Lankford, S: OK

Cynthia Lummis, C: WY
Mark Meadows, C: NC

Jeff Miller, C: FL
Randy Neugebauer, C: TX

Steve Pearce, C: NM
Mike Pence, G: IN

Robert Pittenger, C: NC
Mike Pompeo, C: KS

Bill Posey, C: FL
Tom Price, C: GA

Reid Ribble, C: WI
Cathy McMorris Rogers, C: WA

Austin Scott, C: GA
Tim Scott, S: SC

Lamar Smith, C: TX
Marlin Stutzman, C: IN
Glenn Thompson, C: PA

John Thune, S: SD
Scott Tipton, C: CO

Tim Walberg, C: MI
Randy Weber, C: TX

Daniel Webster, C: FL
Lynn Westmorland, C: GA

Roger Williams, C: TX
 Joe Wilson, C: SC

Rob Wittman, C: VA
Steve Womack, C: AR

Rob Woodall, C: GA
Ted Yoho, C: FL

VERSE OF THE WEEK

1Corinthians 12:4-6  .  .  .  .  . 3

ABOUT

Capitol Ministries .  .  .  .  . 12

INSIDE



I.    AN INTRODUCTION TO 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS

The Body of Christ functions as intended 
by Christ only when believers come into 
contact with another and practice their 
spiritual gifts; therein Jesus ministers via 
His chosen ones in His Body: According-
ly this week’s study is a select overview of 
the spiritual gifts in a given body of be-
lievers. As 1Corinthians 12:4-6 states (see 
page 3), God diversely and supernatural-
ly gifts (at the time of salvation) all who 
have placed their faith in Him.  It is there-
fore important for one to understand, 
discover and practice what God intends 
for him to focus on for the purpose of 
building-up the body of Christ, not only 
in one’s home district, but in the place 
where God has sent him  — to the Hill.

 A.  HOW DOES EPHESIANS 
5:17 UNDERSCORE THE 
ABOVE? 

So then do not be foolish, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is.
______________________________
_______________________________

 B.  WHAT DOES MATTHEW 
5:15-16 STATE IN THIS 
REGARD?  

Nor does anyone light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the 
house.  Let your light shine before men 
in such a way that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who 
is in heaven.
______________________________
_______________________________

Note that spiritual gifts differ from tal-
ents.  Believers and unbelievers alike 
all share natural abilities. An atheist or 
agnostic can be a talented speaker, law-
yer, painter or rocket scientist. Spiritual 

gifts on the other hand differ: They are 
present only through salvation; and they 
uniquely equip only believers with the 
specific intent to minister to others. Ev-
ery believer excels and achieves in his per-
sonal ministry to the extent he practices 
what God in His sovereignty has espe-
cially equipped him to do. Post salvation, 
every believer has his or her own special, 
limited, spiritual capabilities with which 
God has empowered him or her to minis-
ter most effectively to others.

In speaking of spiritual gifts, Romans 
12:4-5 states: “For just as we have many 
members in one body . . . all the members 
do not have the same function, so we, who 
are many, are one body in Christ, and in-
dividually members one of another.”  

 C.  WHAT DOES 
1CORINTHIANS 12:11 
STATE IN THIS REGARD? 

But one and the same Spirit works all 
these things, distributing to each one in-
dividually just as He wills.
______________________________
_______________________________

What then are these spiritual gifts? The 
following is a comprehensive list of bibli-
cally-described spiritual gifts categorized 
into three areas: 

SPEAKING SERVING SIGNING
Prophesy Leadership Healings
Knowledge Helps Languages
Wisdom Giving Interpretations
Teaching Mercy Miracles
Exhortation Faith
 Discernment

In that this week’s study is not intended 
to be a comprehensive investigation of 
all the above gifts, three verbal and three 
serving gifts will be the focus herein with 
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“ Righteousness alone can exalt 
[America] as a nation...Whoever thou 
art, remember this; and in thy sphere 
practice virtue thyself, and encourage 
it in others.”

   —  Patrick Henry, Revolutionary General; Legisla-
tor; ‘The Voice of Liberty’; Ratifier of the U .S . 
Constitution; Governor of Virginia .

     Patrick Henry, Patrick Henry: Life, Correspondence 
and Speeches, William Wirt Henry, editor (New 
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1891), Vol . II, p . 
632, addendum to his resolutions against the 
Stamp Act, May 29, 1765 . 

Patrick Henry



the intent to provide more than an am-
ple picture of how God has designed His 
Church, the body of Christ, to grow peo-
ple into His likeness. God has provided a 
means by which we can increasingly know 
Jesus — and it is not solo.

II.    AN OVERALL PERSPECTIVE 
ON SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Before specifically examining six of the 
gifts, further perspective will prove help-
ful:

 A.  THE GIFTS ARE NOT 
NEATLY PACKAGED

Notice that this week’s memorization 
passage incorporates a threefold usage of 
the word “variety.”  Properly understood, 
the gifts are akin to a palette of primary 
colors from which the Lord amalgamates, 
empowers and paints one-of-a-kind mas-
terpieces. 

1.  What does Ephesians 2:10 
state in this regard? 

For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would 
walk in them.
______________________________
_______________________________

There are many degrees and combina-
tions of giftedness.  Remember 1Corin-
thians 12:11 says He distributes “to each 
one individually just as He wills.”   

2.  What does 1Peter 4:10a state 
in this regard?

As each one has received a special gift, 
employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.
______________________________
_______________________________

 B.  THE GIFTS ARE 
INTENDED TO BENEFIT 
OTHERS

1Corinthians 12:7 states that the spiritu-
al gifts are “for the common good.” Good 
sumpheron means “to bring together” or 
“to confer a benefit.”  In the memoriza-
tion verse the word ministries diakonia 
can be translated as “services.” So the big 
idea is that spiritual gifts are intended by 
Jesus to serve others.

1.  Why did Jesus, according to 
Mark 10:45 come into the 
world? 

For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.
______________________________
_______________________________

One’s spiritual gift(s) is/are intended 
for another’s benefit. To complete 1Pe-
ter 4:10, “. . . employ it in serving one 
another.”  Think unselfishly about your 
spiritual gift(s): God gives one or more of 
them to you, but not for you; they are to 
be used by you to serve others and build 
them up. To the degree you do this you 
will possess a high degree of inner peace 
and fulfillment.

 C.  THE GIFTS ARE TO 
BE PRACTICED IN 
HUMILITY

At the conclusion of 1Corinthians 12, 
Paul states “but you earnestly desire the 
greater gifts, and I show you a still more 
excellent way.”  Earnestly desiring zeloo 
could be translated as “pridefully.” In 
context, one could fall into the trap of 
wanting certain spiritual gifts in order to 
be like another. The “more excellent way” 
however is not having a self-centered atti-
tude about giftedness, but rather to want 
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♥  VERSE OF THE WEEK

1CORINTHIANS 12:4-6
Now there are varieties of gifts, 

but the same Spirit. And there are 
varieties of ministries, and the same 
Lord.  There are varieties of effects, 

but the same God who works all 
things in all persons.

God’s various expressions of power are 
in action everywhere and others are 

depending on you to exercise your gift(s)!



to love and serve others in a way best suit-
ed for them  — not yourself.

1.  ICorinthians 13 immediately 
follows the context of Paul’s 
above admonition. Notice 
that chapter 13 is stated in 
contrast to the conclusion 
of 1Corinthians 12 (chapter 
divisions were not a part of 
the original manuscripts).

If I speak with the tongues of men and 
of angels, but do not have love, I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cym-
bal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and 
know all mysteries and all knowledge; 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. And if I give all my posses-
sions to feed the poor, and if I surren-
der my body to be burned, but do not 
have love, it profits me nothing. Love is 
patient, love is kind and is not jealous; 
love does not brag and is not arrogant, 
does not act unbecomingly; it does not 
seek its own, is not provoked, does not 
take into account a wrong suffered, does 
not rejoice in unrighteousness, but re-
joices with the truth;  bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, en-
dures all things. Love never fails; but 
if there are gifts of prophecy, they will 
be done away; if there are tongues, they 
will cease; if there is knowledge, it will 
be done away. For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part; but when the 
perfect comes, the partial will be done 
away. When I was a child, I used to 
speak like a child, think like a child, 
reason like a child; when I became a 
man, I did away with childish things. 
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but 
then face to face; now I know in part, 
but then I will know fully just as I also 
have been fully known. But now faith, 
hope, love, abide these three; but the 
greatest of these is love.

One is to employ in a spirit of humility 
whatever it is that God has given him 
so as to build His glory into the lives of 
others.

 D.  SUMMARY ON 
PERSPECTIVE

TO THE DEGREE ONE CAN 
KNOW AND ASCERTAIN 

THE BIBLICAL CONTENT OF 
EACH GIFT IS THE DEGREE 
TO WHICH HE OR SHE CAN 

ENTERTAIN THE POSSIBILITY 
OF PERSONAL FIT 

This is critically important so that one 
best understands what role he need take 
on in achieving God’s big plan! Spiritual 
maturity — knowing Jesus — means one 
need grasp how God specifically intends 
to use him in the building up of His 
body.  

1.  What does Ephesians 2:22 
state in this regard?  

In whom you also are being built 
together into a dwelling of God in the 
Spirit.
______________________________
_______________________________

III. THE SPEAKING GIFTS

In the overview of spiritual gifts, this 
study will examine those ones listed in 
Romans 12:6-8:
Since we have gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us, each of us is to 
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, 
according to the proportion of his faith;  
if service, in his serving; or he who teach-
es, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in 
his exhortation; he who gives, with lib-
erality; he who leads, with diligence; he 
who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
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“ I now make it my earnest prayer that 
God would . . . most graciously be 
pleased to dispose us all to do justice, 
to love mercy, and to demean ourselves 
with that charity, humility, and pacific 
temper of the mind which were the 
characteristics of the Divine Author of 
our blessed religion.”

  —  George Washington, First President of the 
United States; Commander-In-Chief of the 
Continental Army; Member of the Continental 
Congress; President of the Constitutional 
Convention, ‘Father of His Country,’ Judge .

     George Washington, The Last Official Address 
of His Excellency George Washington to the 
Legislature of the United States (Hartford: 
Hudson and Goodwin, 1783), p . 12; see also The 
New Annual Register or General Repository of 
History, Politics, and Literature, for the Year 1783 
(London: G . Robinson, 1784), p . 150 .

George Washington
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What follows first are the speaking gifts 
that are mentioned in the passage: Proph-
ecy, Teaching and Exhortation.

 A. THE GIFT OF PROPHESY

The Greek word for Prophesy propheteia 
literally and simply means “speaking forth” 
or “to proclaim” and can best be under-
stood as the present-day gift of preaching.  
In 1Corinthians 14:3, Paul said, “But one 
who prophesies speaks to men for edifi-
cation and exhortation and consolation.”  
Therefore, the gift of prophecy today has 
everything to do with the forth-telling of 
God’s Word.  In essence, it is the gift of be-
ing God’s public spokesman; a very sober-
ing and important empowerment by God’s 
grace that some Church leaders and some 
Christian legislators possess.

At times, God has used His public spokes-
men to not only forth-tell but foretell fu-
ture events and give new revelation.  But 
now that the Scripture is complete and 
the canon is closed it seems to follow that 
the gift of prophesy is manifest primari-
ly through one who proclaims God’s will 
via the enunciation and heralding of His 
written Word. 

1.  How does Revelation 22:18-
19 limit our understanding 
of prophesy to forth-telling 
only? 

I testify to everyone who hears the words 
of the prophecy of this book: if anyone 
adds to them, God will add to him the 
plagues which are written in this book;  
and if anyone takes away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God will 
take away his part from the tree of life 
and from the holy city, which are writ-
ten in this book.
______________________________
_______________________________

More understanding of this is perhaps 
in order. Those who believe that the 
foretelling element of this gift no longer 
exists are known today as “Cessationists.” 
They believe the elements of the gift to 
predict and provide new revelation as 
seen in the OT and during the Apostolic 
time no longer remain operational 
today. Those who believe that foretelling 
elements of the gift do remain operational 
are known as “Continuationists” and 
within Evangelicalism are known 
as “Charismatics” or “Pentecostals.” 
Arguing either position requires 
complex theological discussion beyond 
the purpose of this study. Personally 
I tend to see this the way Calvin did, 
that those gifted with Prophesy are 
instruments of God to make known His 
Word with power, clarity and authority. 
Calvin said, “prophesy at this day in the 
Christian Church is hardly anything 
else than the right understanding of 
the Scripture, and the peculiar faculty 
of explaining it.” Suffice to say that I 
see no reason for the Body of Christ to 
divide over this issue — especially in an 
outpost for Christ like the Capitol. Both 
theological camps would agree with the 
following:

The Gift of Prophecy and  
Your Maturity

The practice of the gift of prophecy 
is enormously beneficial in maturing 
people in Christ.  Ephesians 4:11 
states that, “And He gave some . . . 
as prophets . . . for the equipping of 
the saints . . . to the building up of 
the body of Christ.”  Unfortunately, 
there are too few excellent preachers 
in our land today.  The wise person 
places him or herself in a ministry 
setting where there is one!  The ben-
efit is enormous!  One cannot un- 

Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Folio from 
Walters manuscript W.171 (15th century)
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derestimate the value of belonging 
to a body of believers where there 
is excellent, weekly exposition of 
God’s Word.  Spiritually, it is a de-
cision between digesting long-term 
a junk-food diet versus the regular 
consumption of solid meals.  One’s 
spiritual health is dependent on the 
decisions he makes to associate with 
the God-given gift to build up His 
called-out ones.  Take advantage of 
the gift!

 B. THE GIFT OF TEACHING

The Greek word for teaching is didas-
kalia.  This word relates to both what is 
taught and the act of teaching it.  The 
English word “didactic” means “a moral 
teacher.”  Kaleo is even easier to trans-
literate; meaning “to call.” The believer 
possessing this divine enablement has 
the ability to interpret and present God’s 
truth in ways understandable.  

1.  How did the Apostle Paul 
evidence his possession of 
this gift in Acts 20:27? 

For I did not shrink from declaring to 
you the whole purpose of God. 
______________________________
_______________________________

The teaching gift is the ability to “give sys-
tematic and regular instruction of God’s 
Word.”  Characteristic of the first-century 
Church was strong, regular teaching.  

2.  What does Acts 2:42a state 
was characteristic of the first-
century Church? 

They were continually devoting them-
selves to the apostles’ teaching and to fel-
lowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.
______________________________

______________________________

The gift of teaching is vitally import-
ant to the growth of the body of Christ 
in that fulfilling the Great Commission 
“teaching them to observe all that I com-
manded you” is synonymous with “Go 
and make disciples” (cf. Matthew 28:19-
20). For the body of Christ to be obedi-
ent to its primary marching orders, there 
must be the systematic teaching of God’s 
Word. If you follow my logic above, with-
out that gift being practiced, there is no 
disciple-making, and there will exist few-
er mature agents of salt and light in the 
Capitol as a result! (And one need add 
that William Penn said that good hearts 
are the basis of good laws.) It follows that 
if one is serious about becoming a disci-
ple he will align himself with someone or 
others who possess this gift! Why refuse 
opening a gift?  

3.  What is the difference 
between the gifts of prophecy 
and teaching? 

______________________________
_______________________________

Here’s a hint: It is not one of content, 
rather ability.  The former is gifted to pro-
claim, the later to systematically and reg-
ularly instruct.  In Acts 17 one sees Paul’s 
gift of prophecy in his one-time address 
in the midst of the Areopagus to the citi-
zens of Athens.  And as noted previously 
in Acts 20 his gift of teaching is on dis-
play: He had previously spent three years 
building up the Ephesian elders (cf. v. 31). 
Both gifts are needed to mature the body.

4.  In Luke. 24:27 & 32, how do 
the two disciples on the road 
to Emmaus illustrate the life-
changing effects these gifts?

Then beginning with Moses and with 
all the prophets, He explained to them 



the things concerning Himself in all the 
Scriptures . . . . They said to one another, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us 
while He was speaking to us on the road, 
while He was explaining the Scriptures 
to us?”
______________________________
_______________________________

Finally, one who is a leader in God’s work 
must be able to teach. Note 1Timothy 
3:2 in this regard:
An overseer, then, must be above re-
proach, the husband of one wife, tem-
perate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach . . .

Be wary of anyone who functions as a 
spiritual leader in some way and is not in 
a Bible-teaching function.  Spiritual lead-
ership which lacks Bible teaching tends 
to drift away from God’s Word.  A ship 
without a steady directional rudder in the 
end makes no measureable progress and 
disciples are not made  — nor at the end 
of the day will there be strong agents of 
preservation and illumination (salt and 
light) in the Capitol.

 C.  THE GIFT OF 
EXHORTATION

The Greek word for Exhortation paraka-
leo is a combination of two words, para 
which means “along side” and as previ-
ously seen kaleo means “calling.”  Liter-
ally, this person is gifted, called to “come 
along another’s side.”  Characteristic of 
the person with this gift is his or her pro-
pensity to be able to get close to people 
in order to encourage, advise, strengthen, 
warn, and/or comfort them.  The gift is 
manifest by the ability to walk along side 
someone who is hurting, discouraged, or 
depressed.  It is the supernatural ability to 
carry one-another’s burdens.

1.  In Acts 14:21-22, how do 
Paul and Barnabas portray 
this gift?

After they had preached the gospel to 
that city and had made many disciples, 
they returned to Lystra and to Iconium 
and to Antioch, strengthening the souls 
of the disciples, encouraging them to con-
tinue in the faith, and saying, “Through 
many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God.”
______________________________
_______________________________

The gift of exhortation is underscored in 
Hebrews as well, where the writer admon-
ishes believers to “consider how to stimu-
late one another to love and good deeds, 
not forsaking our own assembling togeth-
er, as is the habit of some, but encourag-
ing one another . . .” (10:24-25). Do you 
possess a divine enablement to encourage 
other in the Capitol?  Do you practice it? 

SUCH A GIFT IS CRITICALLY 
IMPORTANT TO PRACTICE IN 

THE CAPITOL, ESPECIALLY 
IN AN IDEOLOGICALLY 

GRIDLOCKED CONGRESS 
WHERE LITTLE IS 
ACCOMPLISHED

Those who hold to biblically based values 
and policies need to be constantly en-
couraged to stand strong by other believ-
ers who possess this gift!

 D.  SUMMARY ON THESE 
THREE SPEAKING GIFTS

Whereas the gift of Prophesy proclaims 
the truth of God’s Word, Teaching sys-
tematizes it and makes it simple to un-
derstand.  Finally, the gift of Exhortation 
helps one to integrate the truths of God’s 
Word. The exhorter calls others to obe-
dience and faithful lifestyles consistent 
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“ Your good morals in the army give me 
sincere pleasure as it hath long been my 
fixed opinion that virtue and religion are 
the great sources of human happiness. 
More especially is it necessary in your 
profession firmly to rely upon the God 
of Battles for His guardianship and 
protection in the dreadful hour of trial. 
But of all these things you will and I 
hope in the merciful Lord.”

  —  Gouverneur Morris, Revolutionary Officer; 
Member of the Continental Congress; Signer 
of the Constitution; ‘Penman of the Constitu-
tion,” Diplomat; U .S . Senator .

    Letters of Delegates to Congress: February 1, 
1778-May 31, 1778, Paul H . Smith, editor (Wash-
ington DC: Library of Congress, 1982), Vol . 9, pp . 
729-730, Gouverneur Morris to General Anthony 
Wayne on May 21, 1778 .

Gouverneur Morris 
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“ In an address to graduates:  Adore Je-
hovah, therefore, as your God and your 
Judge. Love, fear, and serve Him as your 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Ac-
quaint yourselves with Him in His word 
and holy ordinances. . . . [G]o forth into 
the world firmly resolved neither to be 
allured by its vanities nor contaminat-
ed by its vices, but to run with patience 
and perseverance, with firmness and 
[cheerfulness], the glorious career of 
religion, honor, and virtue. . . . Finally, 
. . . in the elegant and expressive lan-
guage are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatso-
ever things are of good report, if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things” — and do them, 
and the God of peace shall be with you, 
to whose most gracious protection I 
now commend you, humbly imploring 
Almighty Goodness that He will be your 
guardian and your guide, your protec-
tor and the rock of your defense, your 
Savior and your God. ”

   —  William Samuel Johnson, Signer of the 
Constitution; Member of the Continental 
Congress; Judge; Framer of the Bill of Rights; 
President of Columbia College; U .S . Senator .

    E . Edwards Beardsley, Life and Times of William 
Samuel Johnson (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and 
Company, 1886), pp . 141-145 .

William Samuel Johnson with the proclaimed-and-taught truths 
of Scripture.  Each of these speaking gifts 
is necessary in order to mature believers 
in Christ!  As with Paul, sometimes these 
three gifts exist and are beautifully blend-
ed in a variety of combinations within 
the same person.  No matter what your 
degree of giftedness may be, let us all be 
mature in our use of them!   

1.  What did Paul say to the 
believers in the Imperial 
Capitol of Rome per Romans 
12:11 in context and regards 
to their practice of their 
spiritual gifts? 

Not lagging behind in diligence, fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord;
______________________________
_______________________________

IV.    THE SERVING GIFTS

What follows next is an examination 
of three of the serving gifts listed in the 
home passage of Romans 12:6-8: Leader-
ship, Service and Giving:
Since we have gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us, each of us is to 
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, 
according to the proportion of his faith;  
if service, in his serving; or he who teach-
es, in his teaching;  or he who exhorts, in 
his exhortation; he who gives, with lib-
erality; he who leads, with diligence; he 
who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  

Do you possess one or more of these 
gifts? If so how do you employ it/them in 
the arena to which God has called you to 
minister at home and on the Hill?
______________________________
_______________________________

 A.  THE GIFT OF 
LEADERSHIP

The Greek word for lead proistemi listed 

in Romans 12 means “to stand before.”  
This word is found elsewhere to refer to 
headship in the family, (translated into 
English here as the word “manages”) in 
1Timothy 3:4; 5, 12:
He must be one who manages his own 
household well, keeping his children un-
der control with all dignity . . . (but if a 
man does not know how to manage his 
own household, how will he take care of 
the church of God?) . . . Deacons must 
be husbands of only one wife, and good 
managers of their children and their 
own households. 

In the listing of spiritual gifts in 1Cor-
inthians 12, Paul refers to this same gift, 
yet uses another word, kubernesis, which 
means, “to guide.”  That word, found else-
where in the NT, refers to a helmsman:  
“A person who steers a ship.”  (Cf. Acts 
27:11 and Rev. 18:17.) 

Perhaps the best way to explain the spir-
itual gift of leadership is to illustrate 
what God’s people look like without it.  
In Paul’s first letter to Corinth, he makes 
no mention of the operation of this gift.  
Accordingly, anarchy — serious spiritual 
and moral degeneration — characterized 
the Church.  

1.  In the Judges 21:25 there is 
a siren verse depicting Israel’s 
void of leadership in this 
period of their history. What 
resulted?

In those days there was no king in Israel; 
everyone did what was right in his own 
eyes.
______________________________
_______________________________

Both Corinth and the period of the 
Judges illustrate what happens when the 
gift of leadership is nowhere practiced in 
the body today.  



2.  What did Paul say (when 
speaking to the Church at 
Rome in Romans 12:8) that 
one who possesses this gift 
should practice? 

Or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
he who gives, with liberality; he who 
leads, with diligence; he who shows mer-
cy, with cheerfulness.
______________________________
_______________________________

The word for diligence spoude means 
“earnestness and zeal.”  It is used this 
way in Mark 6:25 where Herod’s broth-
er’s wife’s daughter (I.e. Herod’s dancing 
girlfriend) asks for the head of John the 
Baptist.  The passage states, “she came 
in a hurry (Lit.: spoude) to the king and 
asked, saying, ‘I want you to give me at 
once the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter.’” In Luke 1:39, one reads, “Now at 
this time Mary arose and went in a hurry 
(lit.: spoude) to the hill country, to a city 
of Judah and entered the house of Zacha-
rias and greeted Elizabeth.”  

3.  What does the above word 
usages suggest should be 
characteristic about one who 
possesses this gift today?

______________________________
_______________________________

If one has this gift, he need get after the 
task. This person will know what God 
wants and needs to accomplish and 
he will be able to get others to follow 
him in the task.  There is hustle in his 
step; he will be void of procrastination 
and idleness! Although there are 
many despicable qualities in the life of 
General Patton (not the least of which 
was his theology) he vividly possessed 
the attribute of tenacious constancy, 
earnestness and zeal for an objective.  A 
burning, compelling desire to achieve a 

goal will characterize all with this gift. 

THE MATURE SPIRITUAL 
GIFT OF LEADERSHIP 
IS DISTINGUISHED BY 

ACHIEVEMENT OF OBJECTIVES 
NEAR TO THE HEART OF GOD 

— WHICH INCLUDES WINNING 
SOULS AND BUILDING GOD’S 

KINGDOM IN WAYS STRATEGIC 

A passion to lead in the body of Christ 
and steer the ship should stem not from 
motives of self-glory.  Rather, this self-for-
getting drive germinates from the sober-
ing reality that people who know not the 
Savior are headed to an eternity without 
God. Oh that we might reach more on 
the Hill with the saving gospel of Christ! 
Oh that we might plant 50 ministries in 
our 50 state Capitols, 1000s of ministries 
in city and county government and 200 
ministries in 200 foreign federal capitals 
in the next 20 years! This needs to be a 
team effort!

 B. THE GIFT OF SERVICE

The spiritual gift of service diakonia 
is described with the same root from 
which we derive the Church office of 
Deacon or Woman Deacon.  These 
offices are portrayed in 1Timothy 3:8-
13.  While not everyone with the gift of 
service will hold the office of a Deacon, 
the scriptural investigation of the office 
will shed light on one’s understanding of 
this gift:  
Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, 
not double-tongued, or addicted to 
much wine or fond of sordid gain, but 
holding to the mystery of the faith with 
a clear conscience. These men must also 
first be tested; then let them serve as 
deacons if they are beyond reproach. 
Women must likewise be dignified, 
not malicious gossips, but temperate, 
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Landsberg (12th century)

faithful in all things. Deacons must be 
husbands of only one wife, and good 
managers of their children and their own 
households. For those who have served 
well as deacons obtain for themselves a 
high standing and great confidence in 
the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

In Acts 6:1-6, the Church was growing so 
fast that the leadership could not keep up 
with all the practical demands.  

Now at this time while the disciples 
were increasing in number, a complaint 
arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews 
against the native Hebrews, because 
their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily serving of food. So the twelve 
summoned the congregation of the 
disciples and said, “It is not desirable for 
us to neglect the word of God in order to 
serve tables. Therefore, brethren, select 
from among you seven men of good 
reputation, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may put in charge of 
this task. But we will devote ourselves 
to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.” The statement found approval 
with the whole congregation; and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and 
Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. And 
these they brought before the apostles; 
and after praying, they laid their hands 
on them.

1.  How did the Church leaders 
respond to these needs?

______________________________
_______________________________

Seeing this distinction, notice that in 
1Timothy 3:8-13 the only difference 
between the qualifications of an Elder or 
Overseer in the Church (1Timothy 3:1-
7) and a Deacon is the ability to teach:  

It is a trustworthy statement: if any 
man aspires to the office of overseer, it is 
a fine work he desires to do. An overseer, 
then, must be above reproach, the hus-
band of one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
not addicted to wine or pugnacious, 
but gentle, peaceable, free from the love 
of money. He must be one who manag-
es his own household well, keeping his 
children under control with all digni-
ty (but if a man does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he 
take care of the church of God?),  and 
not a new convert, so that he will not 
become conceited and fall into the con-
demnation incurred by the devil. And 
he must have a good reputation with 
those outside the church, so that he will 
not fall into reproach and the snare of 
the devil.

Accordingly, God gifts His body with 
certain men and women who serve to 
free-up those gifted to proclaim, teach, 
and exhort the body (the three speaking 
gifts mentioned earlier). They do this by 
taking on all serving tasks necessary to 
keep the speaking gifts fully operative 
— gifts that require serious, long, pri-
vate hours of preparation in order to be 
effective.  The result of this symbiosis is 
a growing, flourishing body of believers 
whose spiritual and practical needs are 
met in abundance.

Lastly, the gift of service is wide in its ap-
plication.  (It is similar to the gift of helps 
described in 1Corinthians 12:28.) It is a 
practical gift motivating those possessing 
it to take care of the small things, which 
often seem less important to others.  
Those with the gift are unseen, and quite 
content to not be recognized.  In whatev-
er they do, they do all for the glory of Je-
sus Christ (cf. Colossians 3:17) and Him 
alone.  Accordingly, they are overjoyed in 



their behind-the-scenes humble service.
 C. THE GIFT OF GIVING 

Another gift, which God gives, is the 
gift of giving metadidomi.  The Greek 
word means “to share and give that 
which is one’s own.”  Those possessing 
this gift are motivated to give of their 
time, talent and treasure sacrificially — 
and do so with great joy.  Paul illustrated 
this gift when he expressed to the 
Church at Thessalonica, “Having such 
a fond affection for you . . . we were 
well-pleased to impart metadidomi not 
only the gospel of God but also our 
own lives, because you had become very 
dear to us” (2:8).  John the Baptist said, 
“Let the man who has two tunics share 
metadidomi with him who has none” 
(Luke 3:11).

In describing this gift, Paul said, “In-
struct them to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous and ready 
to share” (1Timothy 6:18).  The word 
liberality haplotes came to mean “gener-
osity.”  Says one commentator; liberality 
is “open heartedness which is untainted 
by affectation or ulterior motives.”  The 
gift of giving does not give for one’s self, 
but of one’s self.  

1.  How is the opposite of the 
spirit of this gift displayed in 
Matthew 6:2 and by whom?

“So when you give to the poor, do not 
sound a trumpet before you, as the hyp-
ocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be honored by 
men. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full.”
______________________________
_______________________________

The saints with the gift of giving often 
possess the ability to acquire resources 
and create wealth.  God does not intend 

for the wealth He gives to be hoarded 
by the one possessing the gift.  Rather, 
those so endowed need view themselves 
as stewards of God’s possessions.  As a 
venture capitalist carefully studies his 
or her investments — where might 
they attain the greatest return on 
investment — the one gifted in giving 
asks, “Where can I invest in God’s work 
to bring the greatest return of souls and 
the strategic long-term advancement of 
God’s kingdom?”  This is the serious 
responsibility of the one possessing this 
gift — often wisely coupling resources 
with the gifts of leadership and 
proclamation to advance God’s work 
on earth.

V.   SUMMARY OF THE GIFTS

This brief study on the gifts (it occurs to 
me that you might not think this to be 
brief !) has hopefully provided insight as 
to how God intends His body to func-
tion not only in terms personal matura-
tion, but witness.

Over my years of ministry in the Capitol 
community I have noted that some 
Public Servants who name the name 
of Christ in their district “keep their 
religion to themselves” in the Capitol 
community; for whatever reasons they 
mistakenly remain silent in DC. Such 
a position, while perhaps politically 
expedient, directly contrasts Jesus’ 
instruction in the Sermon on the Mount. 
Note Matthew 5:14-16:
You are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does 
anyone light a lamp and put it under 
a basket, but on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all who are in the house. 
Let your light shine before men in such 
a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is 
in heaven.
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“ [A]s my children will have frequent 
occasion of perusing this instrument, 
and may probably be particularly 
impressed with the last words of their 
father, I think it proper here not only to 
subscribe to the entire belief of the great 
and leading doctrines of the Christian 
religion, such as the being of God; 
the universal defection and depravity 
of human nature; the Divinity of the 
person and the completeness of the 
redemption purchased by the blessed 
Savior; the necessity of the operations 
of the Divine Spirit; of Divine faith 
accompanied with an habitual virtuous 
life; and the universality of the Divine 
Providence: but also, in the bowels of a 
father’s affection, to exhort and charge 
[my children] that the fear of God is 
the beginning of wisdom, that the way 
of life held up in the Christian system 
is calculated for the most complete 
happiness that can be enjoyed in this 
mortal state, [and] that all occasions of 
vice and immorality is injurious either 
immediately or consequentially – even 
in this life.”

  —  Richard Stockton, Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence; Judge .

    The will of Richard Stockton, dated May 20, 
1780 . 

Richard Stockton
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True followers of Christ need to remem-
ber . . .  

GOD HAS CALLED YOU TO DC 
FOR MORE THAN LEGISLATIVE 

PURPOSES! 

Be diligent therefore to fulfill your 
calling! When you leave office will you 
have achieved ultimate impact relative 
to the huge sacrifices you are making in 
order to be here? Will you be able to say 
like the Apostle Paul at the end of his 
service, “I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith” (2Timothy 4:7)? God has placed 
you in DC to make a difference — not 
just legislatively but spiritually in the 
lives of others. It follows that you should 
make a concerted effort to practice your 

spiritual gifts here and have a spiritual 
impact! Such an emphasis will inevitably 
lead to a greater legislative impact. Think 
about it.

 A.  WHAT DID PAUL TELL 
TIMOTHY TO DO IN 
2TIMOTHY1:6? 

For this reason I remind you to kindle 
afresh the gift of God which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands.
______________________________
_______________________________

In order for the body of Christ to flour-
ish, all believers need use, often refresh, 
hone and focus their ministry purposes 
and emphases. Remember: Others are 
depending on you to exercise you gift(s)!  
God designed it that way!  So use them!
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“ For nearly half a century have I anxiously and critically studied that 
invaluable treasure [the Bible]; and I still scarcely ever take it up that I do 
not find something new – that I do not receive some valuable addition to 
my stock of knowledge or perceive some instructive fact never observed 
before. In short, were you to ask me to recommend the most valuable book 
in the world, I should fix on the Bible as the most instructive both to the 
wise and ignorant. Were you to ask me for one affording the most rational 
and pleasing entertainment to the inquiring mind, I should repeat, it is the 
Bible; and should you renew the inquiry for the best philosophy or the most 
interesting history, I should still urge you to look into your Bible. I would 
make it, in short, the Alpha and Omega of knowledge.”

   —  Elias Boudinot, President of Congress; Signed the Peace Treaty to End the American 
Revolution; First Attorney Admitted to the U .S . Supreme Court Bar; Framer of the Bill of 
Rights; Director of the U .S . Mint .

    Elias Boudinot, The Age of Revelation, or the Age of Reason Shewn to be An Age of Infidelity 
(Philadelphia: Asbury Dickins, 1801), p . xv, from his “Dedication: Letter to his daughter Susan 
Bradford .”


