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KNOW YOUR BIBLE.

How you view the inspiration of Scripture—
whether it was penned by God or a fabrication 
of man—is critically important relative to what 

is authoritative in your life.

Some time ago I was speaking to a friend on the Hill 
whom we all know. He said, “Ralph, you have almost 
convinced Congressman_______ that Scripture is 
inspired by God. But he realizes that if he agrees with 
you, then the Bible will become the final arbiter for his 
life and policy decisions…. You’ve got him thinking!” He 
went on to encourage me to continue working through 
this with him.
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 MINISTRY UPDATE

Dr. Ben-Oni 
Ardelean

Western Europe Director 
 Romania

Expanding Capitol Ministries 
discipleship Bible studies to 
political leaders across Western 
Europe is a priority for Romanian 
Parliamentarian Dr. Ben-Oni 
Ardelean after winning re-election 
in December 2020. 

Dr. Ardelean, who has served 
as Western Europe Director for 
CapMin since early 2019, has 
already spearheaded efforts to 
further the ministry’s mission 
among many nations. “Still, my 
main focus will be to build a solid 
team for CapMin in all European 
Capitals and major cities,” he said. 

“Hope we can do great things for 
God in the near future, mainly 
after the pandemic season.” A 
leading Evangelical officeholder 
in Europe, Dr. Ardelean serves as 
Deputy Speaker of the Romanian 
Parliament, one of the highest 
offices in the nation. Among 
degrees he has earned are a 
Ph.D. in political science from 

Continued on next page

I. INTRODUCTION 

Several questions will help a public ser-
vant, or for that matter, any individual, 
address the question of God’s inspira-
tion of Scripture. 

First, what is the testimony of Scrip-
ture itself ? Did the authors of the 
Bible know they were penning Holy 
Writ? Did they say they were writ-
ing God’s words? Did they make this 
claim themselves or is this an idea later 
foisted onto them by others wanting 
that to be the case? 

Second, what is the testimony of the 
early Church regarding the books 
that now make up the Bible? Were 
the Scriptures deemed God’s Word by 
those closest to the human authors of 
the Bible? And … 

Third, how exactly did our Bible get to 
be in the form we have today? It’s not 
as if the Bible suddenly dropped out of 
the sky. 

Again, and akin to my prologue, 
the answers to these questions are 

extremely important to our beliefs. If 
the Scriptures are from God, that is to 
say they are inspirated by Him to man, 
then the Bible is the last and final 
authority in one’s formation of principles, 
values and policy. Rightly so, the late 
Francis Schaeffer deemed inspiration 
to be the watershed issue of the Chris-
tian faith.1Accordingly this study is 
intended to build your understanding 
of, passion for, and conviction regard-
ing the inspiration and authoritative-
ness of the whole of the Bible. 

Holding to, or else 
rejecting the inspiration of 
Scripture greatly impacts 

value formation.

When Paul said, “I did not shrink 
from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27)2, he was 
expressing to the Ephesian elders to 
whom he had ministered for over three 
years, his conviction that what he was 
saying and writing was indeed inspired 
by God. Therefore, for a teacher of it 
or a believer’s following it to be slack 
regarding it was irresponsible. Paul’s 
statement assumes that God inspired 

What follows is the case for the inspiration of the New Testament, and as 
illustrated above, this study has huge implications: Where you come down  
on inspiration will ultimately determine whether you are the judge of Scripture 
or Scripture is the judge of you. Heavy stuff, my friend! Inspiration is a 
watershed issue.

May God bless and buoy your confidence in His Book as a result of this  
week’s study.

Ralph Drollinger
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♥ VERSE OF THE WEEK

2 Timothy 3:16
“All Scripture is inspired 
by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training  

in righteousness.”

The Scriptures are the Word 
of God! Accede today to their 

authority in your life.

what he was saying. It follows that such 
a statement is ridiculous if Paul did not 
believe his speech and writings were 
inspired by God and infused with His 
authority. 

As Members of the White House 
Cabinet and Congress, you face mul-
tiple demands on every hour of your 
time. Your regular participation in our 
Members Bible studies requires per-
sistent and determined effort on your 
part to block and protect your sched-
ule (from your schedulers!) for the reg-
ular consumption of God’s Book. Why 
would you do that if you don’t believe 
it is God’s Book? Conversely, why 
would you not discipline yourself and 
prioritize Bible study if indeed it is His 
Book? All that to say: your conclusions 
relative to inspiration even affect your 
weekly calendar!3 

What follows are three reasons why a 
person can trust in the plenary inspi-
ration4 of the Bible and more specific 
to this lesson, the 27 New Testament 
(NT) books. 

II.  THE TESTIMONY OF  
THE AUTHORS 

If today the whole of the New Testa-
ment is to be taken as the plenarily 
inspired authoritative, infallible, iner-
rant oracle of God, then it stands to 
reason that the writers would know 
this and would say so. Note the follow-
ing NT writers in this regard: 

A.  THE APOSTLE PAUL  
(1 CORINTHIANS 14:37, 
2:13; 2 CORINTHIANS 
2:17) 

“If anyone thinks he is a prophet or 

spiritual, let him recognize that the 
things which I write to you are the 
Lord’s commandment” (1 Corinthi-
ans 14:37). 

“Which things we also speak, not in 
words taught by human wisdom, but 
in those taught by the Spirit, combin-
ing spiritual thoughts with spiritual 
words” (1 Corinthians 14:37).

“For we are not like many, peddling 
the word of God, but as from sincerity, 
but as from God, we speak in Christ 
in the sight of God” (2 Corinthians 
2:17).

Likened to Acts 20:27 quoted in the 
introduction, the Apostle Paul clearly 
understood he was speaking and writ-
ing for God. 

B.  THE APOSTLE JOHN 
(REVELATION 1:1–2) 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave Him to show to His 
bond-servants, the things which must 
soon take place; and He sent and 
communicated it by His angel to His 
bond-servant John, who testified to 
the word of God and to the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw” 
(Cf. Revelation 1:10–11; 21:5; 22:6; 
22:18, 19). 

This passage serves to indicate that the 
Apostle John (here referring to himself 
as His bond-servant John) realized as 
he testified herein, that he is penning 
what Jesus Christ told him to reveal. 

C.  THE APOSTLE PETER  
(1 PETER 1:12B) 

“These things which now have been 
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the National School of Political 
and Administrative Services, and 
a Ph.D. in theology from the 
University of Bucharest. 

Dr. Ardelean has built 
relationships with faith leaders 
and political leaders over the 
decades that he has served in 
public office. His political career 
has spanned decades. “I believe 
Capitol Ministries could provide 
the answer for not only spiritual 
‘searches’ in the political arena 
but could also further transform 
nations and lead the way for a 
new environment in divisive 
Europe,” he said. “Capitol 
Ministries has a unique mission 
to impact the secular political 
arena in Europe with the 
transforming Word of God.”

Capitol Ministries’ mission is to 
create discipleship Bible studies 
in the political arena throughout 
the world from local city and 
county commissioners to state 
legislatures, national public 
servants, and in foreign nations. 
CapMin has created Bible studies 
in 43 states, four ministries 
in Washington, D.C., and 
national ministries in 24 foreign 
nations. We are working to build 
ministries to local public servants 
in the 40,000 incorporated city 
and county governments across 
America. Since our founding in 
1996, our mission has been to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ in 
the political arena throughout 
the world. 

announced to you through those who 
preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven—things into 
which angels long to look.” 

Here the Apostle Peter testifies that he 
(and other apostles) who preached the 
Gospel did so via the Holy Spirit, the 
message being sent from heaven. 

D. JESUS ( JOHN 12:48) 

“He who rejects Me and does not 
receive My sayings, has one who 
judges him; the word I spoke is what 
will judge him at the last day.” 

Jesus speaks of God the Father’s judg-
ment for the person who rejects what 
Jesus says. 

The skeptic will often reason that since 
the written NT did not exist when 
these men penned the aforementioned 
testimonies regarding the inspiration 
of Scripture, that their statements 
must have been in reference to the 
Old Testament (OT), which was then 
existent in canonical form. In rebuttal 
of this reasoning, note that the apos-
tles cross-pollinate one another. For 
instance, Peter testifies that Paul was 
writing Scripture, Paul testifies that 
Peter was writing Scripture, etc. Such 
affirmation is evident in the following 
passages. 

E.  PETER TESTIFIES OF 
PAUL (2 PETER 3:15, 16) 

“And regard the patience of our Lord 
as salvation; just as also our beloved 
brother Paul, according to the wisdom 
given him, wrote to you, as also in all 
his letters, speaking in them of these 
things, in which are some things hard 

to understand, which the untaught 
and unstable distort, as they do also 
the rest of the Scriptures, to their own 
destruction.” 

Peter directly testifies that what Paul 
wrote was Scripture. How do the 
skeptics discount the strength of this 
passage when they debate inspiration? 
Since this passage of the Apostle Peter’s 
attesting to the Apostle Paul’s writing 
of Scriptures (graphe) is so strong and 
straightforward, many liberal theo-
logians of the twentieth century have 
tried to claim it was written much later, 
and not by Peter. However, 2 Peter 
was widely circulated and accepted by 
Church leaders in the second century! 
They were obviously much closer to 
the book’s creation and publication, 
and they classified it as being inspired 
exactly as they did the other 26 books 
of the NT. They did not question its 
authenticity nor its date of authorship 
like those of more recent days! 

F.  PAUL TESTIFIES  
OF PETER  
(1 THESSALONIANS 2:13) 

“For this reason we also constantly 
thank God that when you received the 
word of God which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men, 
but for what it really is, the word of 
God, which also performs its work in 
you who believe.” 

Wow! How much more direct can you 
be? Paul is referring not only to him-
self but to the other apostolic preach-
ers as recorded in the birth of the 
Church, the chronological account of 
which is located in the NT book of 
Acts. “Heard from us” refers to the 
other preachers, such as the Apostle 
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 James McHenry

“  Bibles are strong protections. 
Where they abound, men 
cannot pursue wicked 
courses and at the same time 
enjoy quiet conscience.”

—  James McHenry, Revolutionary War 
Officer, signer of the Constitution, 
ratifier of the U.S. Constitution, 
Secretary of War under Presidents 
George Washington and John Adams. 

Bernard C. Steiner, One Hundred and Ten 
Years of Bible Society Work in Maryland, 
1810–1920 (Maryland Bible Society, 1921), 
14. 

Peter. What was heard? The “word of 
God.” 

G.  JUDE TESTIFIES OF 
THE APOSTLES  
( JUDE 17–18) 

“But you, beloved, ought to remember 
the words that were spoken before-
hand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that they were saying to you, 

‘In the last time there will be mock-
ers, following after their own ungodly 
lusts.’” 

An apostle is “someone who not only 
saw, but who spoke on behalf of the 
second member of the Trinity, Jesus 
Christ.” As such, Jude is saying that the 
apostles spoke for God! 

H. ALL OF SCRIPTURE 

In addition to referring to their own 
and each other’s writings as inspired by 
God, both Paul and Peter attest to the 
whole inspiration of Scripture—all 
of Scripture—elsewhere in their var-
ious letters. The following are several 
examples: 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in righ-
teousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

This Scripture is another very clear and 
straightforward passage that again 
scores a knockout punch for “team 
inspiration!” 

Of course, theological liberals to inter-
pret this important passage in another 
way. Here’s their twist: this passage 
means All Scripture inspired by God is   

… thereby leaving open the possibility 

that some Scripture is not inspired, 
and therefore, it is incumbent upon 
man to figure out what is and what 
isn’t inspired—something they enjoy 
doing! Witness the “Jesus Seminar” 
wherein liberal “scholars” voted on 
what was “inspired” and what was not. 
Don’t fall for their Scripture-twisting 
antics! Save a lengthy grammar les-
son in Greek, it is clear from similarly 
constructed passages in the Greek NT 
(Romans 7:12; 2 Corinthians 10:10; 1 
Timothy 1:15, 2:2, 4:4; and Hebrews 
4:17) that such a translation is inten-
tionally misleading. “All Scripture is 
inspired” is the proper translation. 

Peter adds: 

“But know this first of all, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is a matter 
of one’s own interpretation, for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of 
human will, but men moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 
1:20–21). 

This passage clearly states that the 
Bible was not and is not the product of 
human will. Rather, the writers were 
carried or moved along by God. 

To summarize this second Roman 
numeral point in the outline, the testi-
mony of the inspirated authors of Scrip-
ture roundly indicates that they knew 
that what they were writing was from 
God! In the attempt to convey the idea 
that inspiration was later foisted onto 
their ancient writings, a person cannot 
say that these men were unaware that 
when they wrote, God was inspirating 
their writings. These passages serve to 
indicate that they knew it when they 
wrote! Nor does it make sense to say 
these men were lying about what they 
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wrote because of everything else that 
surrounds and comes forth from their 
writings. Obviously, these were men of 
great integrity! 

 John Adams

“  The Christian religion is, 
above all the religions that 
ever prevailed or existed in 
ancient or modern times, the 
religion of wisdom, virtue, 
equity and humanity.”

—  John Adams, second President of the 
United States, signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, judge, diplomat, one of 
two signers of the Bill of Rights.

John Adams, Works, Vol. III, 421, diary entry 
for July 26, 1796.

Specifics on what 
inspiration actually means

1.  It does not mean that the 
writers were inspired every 
minute of their lives. 

It is All Scripture (graphe) that is 
inspired (theopnuestos) (or better, 
God-breathed, i.e., inspirated). 
Specifically, it’s not the writers; 
it’s the Scriptures that are given 
by the breathing forth of God in 
and through them. When speak-
ing and writing apart from the 
penning of Scripture, the writers 
of the NT were human and sub-
ject to fallibility and inaccuracy.5 

2.  It means that God worked 
in unison with the writer’s 
mind. 

Sometimes God dictated 
through the writer ( Jeremiah 
1:9b, “Behold, I have put My 
words in your mouth.”), but most 
often God utilized the personal-
ity, education, and setting of His 
prophets and apostles.6Note the 
following excerpt in this regard: 

But, as clearly seen in 
Scripture itself, God’s 
divine truth more often 
flowed through the minds, 
souls, hearts, and emo-
tions of His chosen human 
instruments. Yet, by what-

ever means, God divinely 
superintended the accu-
rate recording of His 
divinely breathed truth by 
His divinely chosen men. 
In a supernatural way, He 
has provided His divine 
Word in human words that 
any person, even a child, 
can be led by His Holy 
Spirit to understand suffi-
ciently to be saved.7 

3.  It means that only the 
original autographa8  
were inspired. 

Being pro-inspiration implies 
the person believes only in the 
error-free original autographa. 
Critics point out that none of 
the original manuscripts is in 
existence today. This is a chal-
lenge: copying scribes could and 
did err, but it does not decide the 
inspiration debate. Note the fol-
lowing in this regard: 

The NT Scholar is not sig-
nificantly hampered by the 
unavailability of the auto-
grapha, however, because 
of the science and art 
of textual criticism. The 
abundance of manuscripts 
of the NT or portions 
thereof and the earliness 
of their dates in relation 
to the original composi-
tions places him in a better 
position to know precisely 
what was originally written 
than for any other ancient 
writing.9 
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Joseph Story

“ One of the beautiful boasts of 
our municipal jurisprudence 
is that Christianity is a part 
of the Common Law. There 
never has been a period in 
which the Common Law did 
not recognize Christianity as 
lying at its foundations.”

—  Joseph Story, U.S, Congressman, “Father 
of American Jurisprudence,” U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice appointed by 
President James Madison.

 Joseph Story, Life and Letters of Joseph Story, 
William W. Story, editor (Boston: Charles C. 
Little and James Brown, 1851), Vol. II, 8. 

III.  THE TESTIMONY OF  
THE SECOND-CENTURY 
CHURCH 

The last book of the NT to be writ-
ten was the apocalypse, which we 
call today the book of Revelation. 
Around AD 94–96, the Apostle John 
wrote this book. Thus, the era of the 
first-century church ended, and the 
writing of the NT was completed (cf. 
Revelation 22:18–19). Many of the 
NT books were known as encyclicals, 
meaning they were intended for more 
than one audience to read. Soon all 
27 books would become encyclicals 
as the various papyrus10 manuscripts 
that contained the NT books were 
passed around and often recopied as 
they circulated from church to church 
during this period. Importantly, they 
were immediately viewed as authori-
tative because in addition to Christ’s 
words, the apostles had always been 
seen as Christ’s representatives, having 
been appointed by Him (cf. Acts 1:8). 
There was never any reason for the sec-
ond-century church to doubt that the 
apostles were Christ’s spokesmen. As a 
matter of fact, after the ascension and 
the day of Pentecost they were even 
given miraculous sign gifts by Him 
to further legitimize their appoint-
ment and authority. Given their own 
written affirmations (as previously 
mentioned), they were viewed and 
accepted by the early church leaders 
as authoritative. There was never any 
doubt. 

Moreover, the apostles’ writings con-
tained commands that they be read in 
the church services. In that the early 
church patterned their services after 
those of the Jewish synagogues (where 
the inspired OT Scriptures were given 

preeminence and authority by their 
regular reading in the worship service), 
the internal demand by the apostles 
to have their apostolic writings read 
alongside of the OT readings com-
municated a huge message both to the 
audience then and to the reader of the 
Bible today: their apostolic writings 
are equally Scripture! Note such apos-
tolic commands to the early church in 
the following passages: 

A. COLOSSIANS 4:16 

“When this letter is read among you, 
have it also read in the church of the 
Laodiceans; and you, for your part 
read my letter that is coming from 
Laodicea [Ephesus].” 

B. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:27 

“I adjure you by the Lord to have this 
letter read to all the brethren.” 

C. REVELATION 1:3 

“Blessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of the prophecy, and 
heed the things which are written in 
it; for the time is near.” 

The second selection, 1 Thessalonians 
5:27, especially underscores the idea 
of apostolic commanding. The Greek 
word for adjure (enorkizo) means “to 
put under an oath.” This is very force-
ful language: Paul put the Church at 
Thessalonica under oath by God to 
read his letter to them and in the main 
service! Again: The fact that all of these 
verses explicitly say to read the apostolic 
writings in the church services is akin to 
placing these writings on par with OT 
Scripture. 
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 Benjamin Rush

“The Bible contains more 
knowledge necessary to man 
in his present state than any 
other book in the world.”

— Benjamin Rush, signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, Surgeon General of 
the Continental Army, ratifier of the 
U.S. Constitution, “Father of American 
Medicine,” Treasurer of the U.S. Mint, 

“Father of Public Schools Under the 
Constitution.”

Benjamin Rush, Essays, Literary, Moral 
& Philosophical (Philadelphia: Thomas & 
Samuel F. Bradford, 1798), 93, “A Defence 
of the Use of the Bible as a School Book;” 
see also Rush, Letters, Vol. I, 578, to Jeremy 
Belknap on March 2, 1791.

By the middle of the second century, 
“the authority of the apostles was 
accepted as equal to that of the OT 
apostolic writings were read in church 
services along with those of the OT. 
By the end of the period the principle 
of a fixed and written NT canon was 
established.”11 

By the end of the second, the classifi-
cation of the NT writings as scriptural 
is evident in the apologetic writings 
of Irenaeus. Irenaeus was a disciple of 
Polycarp, who was a disciple of the 
Apostle John. Irenaeus wrote to defend 
the faith from heretical teachings in his 
compendium of books titled Against 
All Heresies. In his treatment, he quotes 
21 of the 27 NT books as his authority 
in refuting doctrinal errors. And his 
NT quotes far outweigh his use of the 
OT. As of yet, the 27 NT books had 
still not been formally “sewn together” 
in what is referred to as the canoniza-
tion of Scripture. What is especially 
important about the aforementioned 
is the acceptance and adherence of the 
second-century church leaders and 
believers to the scriptural authority of 
the apostolic writers. 

The second-century 
church had a much closer 
vantage point than we do: 
looking back they could 
see the bakery through 

their binoculars. 

… so to speak. How can liberal theo-
logians criticize the apostolic writings 
from their vantage point 2000 years 
later? How can they think they have 
a better perspective than the second- 
and third-century church leaders who 
personally witnessed and supervised 
the germination of the encyclicals 

into the formal canonization of the 
Scriptures? Comparatively speaking, 
today’s attempts to superimpose per-
sonal ideas on the clear pronounce-
ments of apostolic authority, as well 
as first- and second-century church 
leader attestations, are not only arro-
gant but laughable! 

IV.  THE TESTIMONY OF THE 
CANONIZING PROCESS 

The canonization of Scripture did not 
occur until the early fourth century. 
From AD 200 to 300, the church knew 
of the basic contents of the NT and 
continued to view them as inspired 
and authoritative (although precise 
limits had not yet been defined). Prior 
to discussing the actual formalizing of 
the canon, pointing out what the word 
means is essential. 

The English word canon is transliter-
ated from the same word in Greek. Its 
etymology stems from its most literal 
understanding: “a cane or a reed” segu-
ing into meaning a “rod” (since a cane 
or reed, like a yardstick could be used 
as an ancient measuring device). Over 
time it took on the meaning of a “bar.” 
And since a reed became related to the 
idea of measuring, the word took on 
the metaphorical meaning of a “stan-
dard.” Used in literature, it meant, “A 
list of works correctly attributed to 
an author.”12 Used in English today, 
it means the authoritative books 
accepted as Holy Scripture. 

In a proper sense, the canon actually 
came into existence when the original 
penning of the autographa occurred—
even though it took the church many 
years to recognize that. In other words, 
the authority is in the books them-
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John Jay

“ The Bible is the best of all 
books, for it is the word of 
God and teaches us the way 
to be happy in this world 
and in the next. Continue 
therefore to read it and 
to regulate your life by its 
precepts.”

—  John Jay, President of Congress, 
Diplomat, Author of the Federalist 
Papers, Original Chief Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Governor of New York.

John Jay, John Jay: The Winning of the Peace. 
Unpublished Papers 1780–1784, Richard 
B. Morris, editor (New York: Harper & 
Row Publishers, 1980), Vol. II, 709, to Peter 
Augustus Jay on April 8, 1784.

selves—not the body that later “can-
onized” them.13 

Importantly, the canon 
consists of those God-
inspired books when 

penned by God’s agents. 

Much more could be said about the 
historical authenticating events that 
led up to the official recognition of NT 
canonization. This fascinating story is 
for another time. In this lesson, for the 
sake of brevity, I will cut to the chase. 

Diocletian was the Roman Emperor 
at the dawn of the fourth century. He 
was a vicious man who ordered all reli-
gious books be burned in his attempt 
to have everyone worship him as god. 
Christians risked death by hiding a 
copy of Scripture. One person who 
lived through this ordeal was Eusebius 
of Caesarea (AD 270–340). He was a 
respected church leader and historian 
who spent an abundance of time and 
attention on the canon. The future of 
the Scriptures was at stake. In his book, 
Church History, he speaks much about 
the subject of the canon. 

In 313 Constantine conquered the 
Roman Empire and declared Christi-
anity as a legal religion. Soon thereaf-
ter he commissioned Eusebius to make 
him 50 copies of the NT. Eusebius 
followed through, and this led to the 
actual “sewing together” of the books 
of the NT. Until this time, the NT 
existed in various codices,14 and the 
criteria for determining which books 
would actually be in the canon had not 
been solidified. Eusebius may be cred-
ited with achieving that among the 
church leaders. 

Athanasius then completed Eusebius’ 
work. Therein the extent of the NT 
was codified and ratified by the Church 
Counsel of Laodicea in AD 365. The 
pronouncement of this gathering read, 

“Psalms composed by private men must 
not be read in the church, nor books 
not admitted into the canon, but only 
the canonical [books] of the New and 
Old Testaments.” 

Following the Laodicea gathering, in 
two subsequent church leader coun-
cils, the canon was further ratified 
throughout the world. These councils 
were: The Council of Hippo in AD 
393 and The Council of Carthage in 
AD 397. In this latter counsel, Augus-
tine said the following: 

[It is decreed] that nothing 
except the canonical Scriptures 
be read in the church under the 
name of divine Scripture … Of 
the New Testament the four gos-
pels, Acts, thirteen epistles of St. 
Paul, the epistle of the same to 
the Hebrews, Peter (2), John (3), 
James, Jude, Apocalypse …” 

States Westcott: 

“General accord with 
this decision was 
evidenced in the 
practice of all the 

churches from that 
point on.”15 

The NT was now canonized. The 
latently authoritative writings had 
now been formally recognized for 
what they always had been since their 
origination, collected and bound. The 
church had assented unanimously—
inspired by God! 
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Does the Bible Inform and Determine Your Values?

 Elias Boudinot

“  … were you to ask me 
to recommend the most 
valuable book in the world, 
I should fix on the Bible as 
the most instructive both 
to the wise and ignorant. 
Were you to ask me for one 
affording the most rational 
and pleasing entertainment to 
the inquiring mind, I should 
repeat, it is the Bible; and 
should you renew the inquiry 
for the best philosophy or the 
most interesting history, I 
should still urge you to look 
into your Bible. I would make 
it, in short, the Alpha and 
Omega of knowledge.”

—  Elias Boudinot, President of Congress, 
signed the Peace Treaty to end the 
American Revolutionary War, first 
attorney admitted to the U.S. Supreme 
Court Bar, framer of the Bill of Rights, 
Director of the U.S. Mint. 

Elias Boudinot, The Age of Revelation, or the 
Age of Reason Shewn to be An Age of Infidelity 
(Philadelphia: Asbury Dickins, 1801), xv, 
from his “Dedication: Letter to his daughter 
Susan Bradford.”

V. SUMMARY 

Many still espouse Theological Lib-
eralism. But I must add it is a dying 
breed because what results from their 
theology is little motivation to save 
or evangelize the lost. With too few 
converts, their churches are aging and 
merging. 

Whether or not the Bible is inspired 
by God is a watershed issue. Where 
a person stands on inspiration will 
either solidify or discount the Bible 
as authoritative in terms of his or her 
personal formation of principles and 
values, and for a public servant, his or 
her policy decisions. If you accede to 
inspiration, then it follows that the 
Word becomes authoritative in your 
life. If you reject inspiration, you con-
clude that you (or some liberal pastor) 
is the final authority. 

When you think about it: 

Rejecting inspiration 
means you or some 

other human stands in 
authority over God. 

Intellectual arguments against inspi-
ration could be a smokescreen for 

a heart in rebellion to God. If you 
argue against the authors and those 
who knew the authors, you are argu-
ing against history and the internal 
attestation of Scripture itself ! Submit 
to Scripture, submit to the revealed 
Christ of Scripture, and follow the 
precepts of Him and His Book! Allow 
Jesus and His Word to inform and 
determine your thinking, your values, 
your decisions, and actions. He loves 
you and His ways are always best for 
you and the nation! It is not as if God 
created mankind and left him without 
a manual to guide him personally—
and in the governing decisions public 
servants must make for the betterment 
of a nation. All of the right solutions 
to our personal and national problems 
are right there in His inspired Book! 

“The testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple,” states Psalm 
19:7b. God’s Word will give you the 
skill to live life (wisdom). And He 
promises He will reward you if you 
obey Him. Verse 11b of the same 
Psalm states, “In keeping them there is 
great reward.” Inspiration is a pivotal, 
watershed issue! The Scriptures are the 
Word of God! Accede today to their 
authority in your life! 
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MINISTRIES 
ESTABLISHED  
& BUILDING

UNITED STATES
Albany, New York 

Annapolis, Maryland 
Atlanta, Georgia
Augusta, Maine 

Austin, Texas
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Boise, Idaho 
Boston, Massachusetts

Denver, Colorado 
Dover, Delaware 

Carson City, Nevada
Charleston, West Virginia 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Columbia, South Carolina

Columbus, Ohio
Concord, New Hampshire

Des Moines, Iowa 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Helena, Montana 

Honolulu, Hawaii
Jefferson City, Missouri

Lansing, Michigan 
Lincoln, Nebraska

Little Rock, Arkansas
Madison, Wisconsin 
Montpelier, Vermont 
Nashville, Tennessee

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Olympia, Washington

Phoenix, Arizona 
Providence, Rhode Island
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Richmond, Virginia 
Sacramento, California 

Salem, Oregon
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Springfield, Illinois 
Topeka, Kansas 

Trenton, New Jersey 

INTERNATIONAL
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Accra, Ghana 
Antananarivo, Madagascar

Asunción, Paraguay
Bangui, Central African 

Republic
Brasilia, Brazil

Bucharest, Romania
Bujumbura, Burundi

Dodoma, Tanzania
Freetown, Sierra Leone

Georgetown, Guyana 
Kiev, Ukraine

Kigali, Rwanda
Kinshasa, Democratic  
Republic of the Congo 

Libreville, Gabon
Lomé, Togo

Lusaka, Zambia
Malabo, Equatorial Guinea

Maputo, Mozambique
Mexico City, Mexico

Monrovia, Liberia
Montevideo, Uruguay

Nairobi, Kenya
N’Djamena, Tchad

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 
Port Moresby, Papua New 

Guinea 
Porto-Novo, Benin

Quito, Ecuador
Riga, Latvia

San Jose, Costa Rica
Suva, Fiji

Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Vilnius, Lithuania

Warsaw, Poland
Yamoussoukro, Cote d’Ivoire

Yaoundé, Cameroun

[     ]12
For past studies or additional copies, go to capmin.org

Does the Bible Inform and Determine Your Values?

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 
in the Political Arena
Throughout the World

Capitol Ministries® provides 
Bible studies, evangelism and 

discipleship to political leaders. 
Founded in 1996, we have started 
ongoing ministries in over forty  

U.S. state capitols and dozens  
of foreign federal capitols. 

Capitol Ministries®

Mail Processing Center 
Post Office 30994
Phoenix, AZ 85046

661.288.2622 
capmin.org

©2021 Capitol Ministries® 
All rights reserved. 

 

/capitolministries

Bible studies  
and updates  
at your fingertips

Download our  
free app 
at the App Store

 
 1. Schaeffer, Francis. He is There and He is not Silent (Wheaton: Tyndale House 

Publishers, 1972). 
 2. Note too that Paul and other NT authors strongly condemned those who 

in any way adulterated or diminished the Scriptures (cf. Galatians 1:6–9; 2 
Corinthians 2:17; 2 Timothy 4:3, 4; Revelation 22:18, 19.
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book he builds the case for how the abandonment of inerrancy leads to mis-
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 4. Plenary Inspiration is a historic reformation term that codifies the belief that 
God is the ultimate author of the Bible in its entirety. That is, God’s super-
intending work in inspiration extends to the whole Bible and to each part 
of the Bible … and that it is au thoritative. [Cf. Stanley J. Grenz et al, Pocket 
Dictionary of Theological Terms (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Academic, 1999).] 

 5. Nowhere in Scripture, including Matthew 16:18–19, can one support the 
idea of ex-cathedra (Latin, “from the chair”), i.e., that supposedly a lineage of 
leadership stems from the Apostle Peter to a present-day church leader, who 
when he speaks ex cathedra, he is speaking for God. 

 6. Sometimes this included the use of an amanuensis, which is a secretary to 
whom they dictated. 

 7. John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: 2 Timothy 
(Chicago: Moody Bible Institute, 1995), 143. 

 8. Autographs or manuscripts written by the author. 
 9. Dr. Robert Thomas, The Canon of the New Testament, excerpt article, 2.
 10. This was (and still is) a sedge plant that was made into a primitive form of 

paper. Later, vellum or parchment, a processed animal skin that was much 
more expensive than papyrus, was used in the copying of NT books. 

11. Dr. Robert Thomas, The Canon of the New Testament, excerpt notes, 13. 
12. Merrill Tenney, The New Testament, A Survey (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1985), 417. 
13. In theology, this word is termed as “a collection of authoritative writings” 

versus “an authoritative collection of writings.” Whereas the former stresses 
the latent authority of the documents, the later stresses the authority of the 
collection agency, i.e., the church rather than the books. 

14. A codex (plural: codices) was “an early, primitive form of a modern-day book, 
contrasted with a scroll, which was a rolled-up papyrus manuscript.” 

15. Brooke Westcott, The Bible, 189. 


