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IN ORDER TO BEST EXPLAIN WHAT SCRIPTURE 
teaches about free markets and regulation, I would like to 
draw a theological parallel, which should prove instructive.

The healthiest Christians are what I call biblicists. That is to 
say, they rely on the Bible as their standard for all of faith and 
practice. To the right of a biblicist is a libertinist who takes 
liberty with scriptural commands reasoning that Jesus died for 
all our sins anyway, so then why not take liberties with biblical 
guidelines? You’ll be forgiven in the end, so why not live the way 
you want? To the left of the biblicist is the legalist. This person 
adds to the standards of Scripture and enforces them on others as 
the supposed true litmus test for spirituality. 

Related to our Economic and Government series, in a parallel 
sense, the healthiest economies are characterized by free market 
enterprise. In an economic sense, we should all strive to be free 
marketers. Similar to the theological continuum above, to their 
right are economic libertarians and to their left are communists.

I think this is a good analogy for best understanding the role of 
government pertaining to societal economics. Read on and allow 
me to further unpack what the Bible says about free markets.

Ralph Drollinger
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I. INTRODUCTION

“Biblical libertinism” is descriptive of a 
believer who is characterized by a disre-
gard of God’s ordinances in Scripture, 
such as the Ten Commandments. They 
deem their human freedom of choice as 
their ultimate authority, not God’s com-
mands. The apostle Paul, however, fore-
saw such faulty behavioral conclusions 
from so free a salvation when he penned 
Romans 6:1–2:

“What shall we say then? Are we to con-
tinue in sin so that grace may increase? 
May it never be! How shall we who died 
to sin still live in it?”

Paul trumps such thinking with another 
theological truth: the believer is dead to 
sin once he has accepted Jesus into his 
heart. Biblical libertinism then is a mer-
itless concept.

In a parallel sense, the error of economic 
libertarianism is similar in nature; it is 
best summarized, I think, by Dr. Wayne 
Grudem:

Therefore I differ with “Lib-
ertarian” views of government 
that make human freedom of 
choice their ultimate standard 
of good rather than obedience 
to God’s moral principles of the 
Bible, and fail to adequately rec-
ognize that governments should 
do “good” for people [Romans 
13:4], not merely protect their 
freedom.

Do you see the parallel in such thinking? 
Biblical libertinism and economic liber-
tarianism share in common the higher 
authority of man over and above biblical 
revelation. Both share a common belief 
that their personal liberty is the highest 
concern. 

On the other side of the continuum in 
my analogy are the spiritual legalists and 
the economic communists who both 
superimpose their extrabiblical ideas 
on others. Both live on Mount Superi-
or, and it is difficult to get through their 
gate at the bottom of the hill. Theirs is 
a standard for individual and corporate 
behavior that not only robs the joy of liv-
ing, but it doesn’t work! One need only 
visit a legalistic church or a communist 
country to know what I mean.1

Void of such extremes are the spiritual 
biblicists and the economic free mar-
keters. Both view God’s principles as 
revealed in the Bible as the highest con-
cern and final adjudicator.

All that to say this: neither economic 
libertarianism nor economic commu-
nism are governmental systems that are 
substantiated by Scripture.

What follows is a theological construct 
underscoring the fact that Scripture up-
holds the idea of free market enterprise.

II. EXAMINING 
LIBERTARIANISM

Economic libertarianism stands on 
the premise that personal liberties are 
the highest objective that government 
should be about achieving and protect-
ing. In this world view (or better, this 
way of thinking), gaining and main-
taining personal freedom is deemed a 
more important purpose and objective 
for civil government than is maintaining 
biblical principles in a country. It is what 
government should be all about trying 
to create and maintain.

The free marketer believes that civil gov-
ernment should be about pursuing more 
than just personal freedom. Most every 
society today agrees that some govern-

★ PUBLIC SERVANT ENDORSEMENT

Vicki Strong 
Vermont State Representative 
Orleans-Caledonia District 1

Continued next page

“I think Capitol Ministries’ 
mission, to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ among political leaders 
of the world is fantastic! The 
political world is a tremendous 
mission field!

“When you think about it, there are 
so many ministries to all kinds of 
people, college kids, little kids, dads, 
people in sports, people in prisons, 
single moms, and on and on, why 
not to legislators, governors, and 
all those who are elected and 
appointed to lead  our states, our 
nation, and dictate policy? That 
just makes great sense. 

“I appreciate Capitol Ministries 
creating a Bible study to Vermont 
legislators. I appreciate being a 
part of a bigger picture and part 
of what is going on in other places 
in the country and the world 
with Capitol Ministries because 
Vermont is small and very secular 
with very little church attendance. 

“The Christian light is not shining 
very brightly here, and to be a 
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♥ VERSE OF THE WEEK

Romans 13:4

“For it [government] is a 
minister of God to you for 
good. But if you do what is 

evil, be afraid; for it does not 
bear the sword for nothing; 

for it is a minister of God, an 
avenger who brings wrath on 

the one who practices evil.”

The fundamental purpose of 
government is to serve the 

people, not profit from them. 
Government exists primarily 
to serve the people, quell evil, 

and create justice. 

mental regulations are needed to protect 
citizens and create a thriving economy. 
For instance, courts punish fraud and in-
justice among businesses. Certain agen-
cies need to create and enforce health 
and safety standards. Government needs 
to make sure weights and measures are 
accurate. These governmental responsi-
bilities go above and beyond protecting 
and maintaining personal freedom. So-
cieties today see a need for government 
to maintain roads and provide services 
such as fire and police departments 
and city planners. And if governments 
do not provide a trustworthy currency, 
economic trade becomes much more 
difficult. It is hard to imagine a culture 
thriving without some level of govern-
ment, and, in fact, God did ordain the 
institution of civil government as is evi-
denced in 1 Samuel 12 and Romans 13! 
Economic libertarians must keep that 
in mind as they reason out their polit-
ical and economic ideology: Does God 
know best, or do the libertarians? Is to-
tal freedom and the autonomy of man 
the highest good, or is obedience to God 
and exalting His glory? In the above ex-
amples, civil government is performing 
what God designed it to accomplish in 
a fallen world: To be “a minister of God 
to you for good” (Romans 13:4) and for 
the “punishment of evildoers” (1 Peter 
2:14).

III. EXAMINING COMMUNISM

As we have seen in previous studies, gov-
ernment ownership of property is not its 
primary God-intended purpose. I have 
previously built a strong exegetical case 
for that in this series.

Further, the use of the government for 
the personal enrichment of the govern-
ment itself, or a leader in government or 
his family, runs contrary to what Scrip-
ture teaches regarding God’s revealed 

purposes for this institution of His. In 
1 Samuel 12:3–4, Israel’s leader, Samuel, 
said to the nation of Israel at the end of 
his service:

“‘Here I am; bear witness against me 
before the Lord and His anointed. 
Whose ox have I taken, or whose don-
key have I taken, or whom have I de-
frauded? Whom have I oppressed, or 
from whose hand have I taken a bribe 
to blind my eyes with it? I will restore 
it to you.’ They said, ‘You have not de-
frauded us or oppressed us or taken any-
thing from any man’s hand.’”

This passage serves to foreshadow what 
the New Testament (NT) shouts: the 
institution is to serve the good of the 
people versus a judge, king, emperor, or 
president. Again, Romans 13:4 defini-
tively states of government: 

“For it is a minister of God to you for 
good. But if you do what is evil, be 
afraid; for it does not bear the sword for 
nothing; for it is a minister of God, an 
avenger who brings wrath on the one 
who practices evil.”

Part 3 of this series, Resource Develop-
ment, showed that government exists 
primarily to serve the people, quell evil, 
and create justice. Communist forms of 
government are patently unbiblical be-
cause they go way beyond this biblical 
definition and limitations. Given that 
premise, let us now underscore from 
Scripture the abnormality of govern-
ment owning property.

IV. GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
ENCOURAGE INDIVIDUALS 
TO DEVELOP PRIVATELY 
OWNED RESOURCES

Governments should not only foster 
and encourage, but also incentivize cit-

Continued from previous page

part of a group that is shining 
the light across the country and 
the world is a blessing. It gives 
me a lot of strength in my role as 
legislator and a Christian in this 
environment.”

— VICKI STRONG

Rep. Vicki Strong sponsors the legislative 
Bible study in Vermont that is led by 
ministry leader Pastor Rosaire Bisson.
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izenry to create economic growth for 
themselves. To do so is to enrich, diversi-
fy, and stabilize a nation and its civil ad-
ministration! The more prosperous indi-
viduals there are in a nation, the greater 
the economic basis (through taxation) 
for the government.

On its face, Romans 13:4 does not take 
a lot of explaining to be properly under-
stood. It says government exists, in part, 
for [your] good. That is to say it is to serve 
its citizenry—to do good for them. (I al-
ways think of this passage when a witness 
who is being inordinately badgered in a 
house or senate committee by a member, 
reminds the member that they work for 
the taxpayers! Government leaders are 
in office to serve the citizenry, not rule 
over them.) This scriptural idea is appro-
priately woven into the contract of our 
constitution, wherein our exegetically 
sensitive, biblically informed Christian 
forefathers wrote that our government 
exists to “promote the general welfare” 
of the nation. The historic way in which 
our government has served its people for 
good is through identifying the worth 
of and incentivizing the unique contri-
bution of each of the other four God-or-
dained institutions, which was discussed 
at length in part 2 of this series. Each 
provides a unique contribution to the 
nation that the others in terms of effi-
ciency and yield cannot. 

In that economic communism has no 
biblical basis, it does not yield pragmatic 
success. One needed only to have visited 
both East and West Germany when the 
wall was in place to experience the stark 
difference in economic outcome: the 
same people at the same time with the 
same natural resources—one controlled 
by a free market ideology and the other 
by communist principles. Another exam-
ple in economic ideological contrast—a 
present-day example, in fact—is pro-

vided by North and South Korea. The 
same people, the same environment and 
resources, the same starting point, but 
one has possessed a free market economy 
and the other has not. The result? One is 
dark and the other is light in ways more 
so than comparing a nighttime satellite 
photo.2 The point of this Bible study is 
well made by these illustrations: govern-
ment, if only for motives to better itself, 
should encourage individuals to develop 
privately-owned resources! 

V. PROHIBITIONS OF 
GOVERNMENTAL SELF-
AGGRANDIZEMENT

By way of review:

The fundamental purpose of 
government is to serve the 

people, not profit from them.

It needs to be stated often that Amer-
ica has been on a wonderful mission 
for many years to promote democratic 
governance and free market capitalism 
to the nations of the world. This has 
been a biblically based mission that has 
brought prosperity to millions. Why? 
Scripture is replete with warnings about 
political leaders misusing their gov-
ernmental position both in an institu-
tional and individual sense. Scripture 
throughout the Old Testament contin-
ually warns about the propensity for 
governmental authorities to abuse their 
positions of power. One of many ways 
the Bible speaks specifically to this is via 
the denunciation of bribery. The many 
passages on bribery that follow serve to 
illustrate the deplorability of  those who 
take advantage of their position—in 
contrast to serving the citizenry. Geno-
cide, or murdering one’s citizenry in 
order to maintain power, would be an-
other. The reason I single out the sin of 
bribery amongst political leaders (often 

“It will be of little avail to the 
people that the laws are made 
by men of their own choice, if 
the laws are made cannot be 
read, or so incoherent that they 
cannot be understood; if they be 
repealed or revised before they 
are promulgated, or undergo 
such incessant changes that no 
man who knows what the law is 
today can guess what it will be 
tomorrow.” 

— James Madison, signer of the 
Constitution, author of The Federalist 
Papers; framer of the Bill of Rights; 
secretary of state; fourth president of the 
United States.

James Madison Federalist No. 62, 1788.

James Madison
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simply called corruption) is that this is 
too often the reason free market capital-
ism fails in some countries.

Bribery (Shochad) is possible with 
people who have some sort of power 
and authority that they can wield over 
others. Scriptures on bribery are always 
related to someone who is being tempt-
ed to misuse their authority. Notice the 
many passages that condemn this mis-
use of power.

A. 1 SAMUEL 8:11–17

“He said, ‘This will be the procedure 
of the king who will reign over you: he 
will take your sons and place them for 
himself in his chariots and among his 
horsemen and they will run before his 
chariots. He will appoint for himself 
commanders of thousands and of fif-
ties, and some to do his plowing and to 
reap his harvest and to make his weap-
ons of war and equipment for his char-
iots. He will also take your daughters 
for perfumers and cooks and bakers. He 
will take the best of your fields and your 
vineyards and your olive groves and 
give them to his servants. He will take 
a tenth of your seed and of your vine-
yards and give to his officers and to his 
servants. He will also take your male 
servants and your female servants and 
your best young men and your donkeys 
and use them for his work.  He will take 
a tenth of your flocks, and you your-
selves will become his servants.’”

In the first related passage cited in this 
study, Samuel wanted to make sure he 
did not personally abuse his institution-
al authority. This passage records Sam-
uel speaking further to Israel by way of 
contrast. In the Scripture above, he goes 
on to warn Israel that (unlike him), the 
tendency of institutional leaders will be 
to abuse their authority.

The natural proclivity of government is 
to expand itself beyond what God has 
called it to achieve and to misuse its 
power. This is an aspect of man’s fallen 
nature and why a representational form 
of government “by the people and for 
the people” is the best form of govern-
ment. (Even so, no governmental sys-
tem is perfect in a fallen world as is il-
lustrated by America’s woeful inability 
to slash its deficit spending with a rep-
resentational form of government.) It is 
also why in the sense of church institu-
tions I like denominations and congre-
gational rule: both serve to check the 
pastor who could very well attain too 
much power and run with it (cf. 1 Peter 
5:1–5 in this regard).

The point is that in a fallen world 
there always needs to be checks in ev-
ery God-ordained institution on what 
otherwise amounts to runaway auton-
omous power. Here are several passages 
relative to bribery that speak to one of 
the means by which political leaders use 
autonomous power. This specific case is 
how bribery leads to the destruction of 
free markets:

B. DEUTERONOMY 16:19

“You shall not distort justice; you shall 
not be partial, and you shall not take a 
bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the 
wise and perverts the words of the righ-
teous.”

C. PSALM 26:10

“In whose hands is a wicked scheme, 
and whose right hand is full of bribes.”

D. PROVERBS 15:27 

“He who profits illicitly troubles his 
own house, but he who hates bribes will 
live.”

“That valuable class of citizens 
[merchants] forms too 
important an organ of the 
general weal not to claim very 
practicable and reasonable 
exemption and indulgence.”

— Alexander Hamilton, Revolutionary 
War general; signer of the Constitution; 
author of The Federalist Papers; 
secretary of the U.S. Treasury.

Alexander Hamilton, letter to John Brown, 
April 5, 1793, The Papers of Alexander 
Hamilton, edited by Harold C. Syrett, Jacob 
E. Cooke, and Barbara Chrenow, New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1961-87, 
volume 14, p. 283-284.

Alexander Hamilton
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E. EZEKIEL 22:12 

“‘In you they have taken bribes to 
shed blood; you have taken interest 
and profits, and you have injured your 
neighbors for gain by oppression, and 
you have forgotten Me,’ declares the 
Lord God.”

F. HABAKKUK 1:2–4

“How long, O Lord, will I call for help, 
and You will not hear? I cry out to You, 
‘Violence!’ Yet You do not save. Why do 
You make me see iniquity, and cause 
me to look on wickedness? Yes, destruc-
tion and violence are before me; strife 
exists and contention arises. Therefore 
the law is ignored and justice is never 
upheld. For the wicked surround the 
righteous; therefore justice comes out 
perverted.”

All of the aforementioned passages 
underscore misuse of government for 
personal advancement rather than ser-
vice of the people. May this sin never 
be counted against you because the sin 
of bribery is hugely damaging to free 
market economics! Russia and Ukraine 
have served as good examples. Their ef-
forts to replace communism with free 
market capitalism have been greatly sty-
mied by a carryover culture that toler-
ates bribery.

VI. TWO EXAMPLES OF 
GOVERNMENTAL SELF-
AGGRANDIZEMENT 

To underscore the point being made 
that governments should promote free 
markets, versus government existing to 
serve the leader(s), is Omar Bongo. 

A. OMAR BONGO, GABON

Here is the first example of an aberrant 

use of government. Bongo ruled the 
country of Gabon in Africa for forty-one 
years. In his obituary published June 9, 
2009, The Telegraph of London report-
ed that Bongo “considered everything 
inside [Gabon] to be his personal prop-
erty … shamelessly looting the country’s 
oil wealth … and elevated corruption 
to a method of government.” The Tele-
graph reported: 

“[He] “owned 33 properties in 
Paris and Nice … these discov-
eries were probably only the tip 
of the iceberg; Bongo’s fortune 
certainly ran into the hundreds 
of millions of dollars and may 
have reached the billions.”3

Bongo serves as a colorful antonym to 
government’s purpose for existence:

God does not intend for 
government to be the vehicle 
for a leader’s gain, rather, it 
is to house the people’s free 

market!

As we have seen already, Scripture is 
clear that leaders are to serve the people, 
and that a leader who uses his position 
for personal gain is corrupt. Underscor-
ing this concept is Proverbs 16:12: 

“It is an abomination for kings to com-
mit wicked acts, for a throne is estab-
lished on righteousness.”

B. JOE BIDEN, U.S.A.

A second illustration of what appears 
to be self-aggrandizement, using one’s 
office for personal gain, existed very re-
cently right here in the U.S. It involved 
former Vice President Joe Biden. The 
New York Times and The Washington 
Post are among many news sources that 
reported the story. The following is 

“Men did not make the 
earth … It is the value of the 
improvements only and not the 
earth itself that is individual 
property. Every proprietor owes 
to the community a ground rent 
for the land which he holds.”

— Thomas Paine, political activist; 
philosopher; political theorist; 
revolutionary; journalist; pamphleteer 
who authored the two most influential 
pamphlets at the start of the American 
Revolution, Common Sense and The 
American Crisis.

Thomas Paine, Agrarian Justice, 1995-96.

Thomas Paine
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an excerpt from an investigative piece 
written by award-winning investigative 
reporter John Solomon, published on 
April 2, 2019, by The Hill:4 

“Two years after leaving office, 
Joe Biden couldn’t resist the 
temptation last year to brag to 
an audience of foreign policy 
specialists about the time as vice 
president that he strong-armed 
Ukraine into firing its top pros-
ecutor. In his own words, with 
video cameras rolling, Biden 
described how he threatened 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro-
shenko in March 2016 that the 
Obama administration would 
pull $1 billion in U.S. loan guar-
antees, sending the former Sovi-
et republic toward insolvency, if 
it didn’t immediately fire Prose-
cutor General Viktor Shokin.”

The story quoted Biden, whose remarks 
had been previously video recorded at a 
meeting of U.S. foreign policy specialist. 
The story said Biden told Poroshenko:

“‘You’re not getting the billion. 
I’m going to be leaving here in, 
I think it was about six hours … 
‘If the prosecutor is not fired, 
you’re not getting the money.’ 
Well, son of a ----, he got fired. 
And they put in place someone 
who was solid at the time, Biden 
told the Council on Foreign 
Relations event, insisting that 
President Obama was in on the 
threat.”

Solomon’s story reported that the pros-
ecutor who was fired was “leading a 
wide-ranging corruption probe into the 
natural gas firm Burisma Holdings that 
employed Biden’s younger son, Hunt-
er, as a board member,” and that “U.S. 

banking records show Hunter Biden’s 
American-based firm, Rosemont Seneca 
Partners LLC, received regular transfers 
into one of its accounts—usually more 
than $166,000 a month—from Buris-
ma from spring 2014 through fall 2015, 
during a period when Vice President 
Biden was the main U.S. official dealing 
with Ukraine and its tense relations with 
Russia.”

Solomon reported: “Before he was fired 
as general prosecutor, [Shokin] had 
made ‘specific plans’ for the investiga-
tion that ‘included interrogations and 
other crime-investigation procedures 
into all members of the executive board, 
including Hunter Biden.’”

The Bible warns that government lead-
ers will be tempted to use their power 
for their own good rather than viewing 
their appointment by God as one to 
serve others. They fall to the tempta-
tions often afforded them, to use their 
position and power for self-aggrandize-
ment. 

VII. SUMMARY

Free market capitalism is God’s blueprint 
for growing a nation’s economy. Both 
libertarianism and communism are rid-
dled with pragmatic problems caused by 
their theological and ideological contra-
dictions. These systems don’t come close 
to achieving for a society what biblical 
free market enterprise does! This is why 
ventures such as Solyndra, The Afford-
able Health Care Act, or the U.S. Post-
al Service will never be able to provide 
goods and services that are competitive 
with those provided by free market capi-
talism. The failures of men in office that 
are represented by these illustrations are 
predictable given what Scripture says are 
God’s intended purposes and limitations 
to His institution of government.
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Lusaka, Zambia
Malabo, Equatorial Guinea

Maputo, Mozambique
Mexico City, Mexico

Monrovia, Liberia
Montevideo, Uruguay

Nairobi, Kenya
N’Djamena, Tchad

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 
Port Moresby, Papua New 

Guinea 
Porto-Novo, Benin

Quito, Ecuador
Riga, Latvia

San Jose, Costa Rica
Suva, Fiji

Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Vilnius, Lithuania

Warsaw, Poland
Yamoussoukro, Cote d’Ivoire

Yaoundé, Cameroun
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Free Markets and Regulation

Closely parallel to being a spiritual biblicist and not a liberti-
nist nor a legalist, there exists an economic tension between 
the extremes of libertarianism and communism that a nation 
must maintain in order to best facilitate economic prosperi-
ty. Living in the balance between those two extremes is bib-
lically based free market capitalism. What we have gleaned 
from the Word in this study, reveals that God desires govern-
ments in a fallen world to enact, support, and maintain free 
market capitalism.

Next week in part 5, we look at the issues of debt, money, and 
inflation. cm

 1 Note that modern-day China is an economic hybrid of a communist dicta-
torship that allows free market enterprise among is citizenry. This is an at-
tempt by a totalitarian regime, a rigid ruling class, to create prosperity for 
those whom they maintain the ultimate control over. It is nothing more than 
a communistic government attempting to placate their citizens by offering 
them a carrot. At the end of the day, China remains a communist nation, if 
not totally that, in an economic sense.

 2 Pastor Perry Gauthier, who has been CM’s Ministry Leader to the Nebras-
ka Legislature for twelve years, posed this question as he launched his Good 
God, Give Us Good Government Bible series in January 2019: “What is the 
difference between North Korea and South Korea from an aerial photograph 
at night? North Korea is black as coal and twice as cold—it’s dead. South Ko-
rea, where freedom and faith are honored, lights up like a Christmas tree—it 
moves with light and life. The difference is government.”

 3 The Telegraph, London, England, Obituary, Omar Bongo, June 8, 2009, Poli-
tics section.

 4 The Hill, John Solomon, Joe Biden’s 2020 Ukrainian nightmare: A closed 
probe is revived, April 1, 2019. 


