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The Book of 
Leviticus and  
Gay Pride Month

In the same-sex marriage debate, there is increasing reluctance 
by believers to mention the book of Leviticus. In this study,  

I will attempt not only to familiarize you with this book, but 
also explain how it impacts the debate.

By way of introduction, a simple, sobering observation is worth 
making. In the time of God’s giving of the Torah wherein the 
Old Testament (OT) book of Leviticus exists, surrounding the 
set-apart-by-God Hebrews were the permissive Canaanites. 

The permissive Canaanites practiced same-sex marriage. Query: 
Do you know any Canaanites today? How about Jewish folks? 
That simple reality (the fact that one is extinct, and the other is 
not) serves to illustrate the huge error that any and every society 
makes when allowing sexual predilection to determine who has 
the privilege to be awarded marital status in a given culture. 

Many are the simpletons (Proverbs 14:18) who advocate that 
“love” should be the sole basis for sanctioning the privilege of 
marriage. But if “love” is the reason for marriage, then how can 
our courts deny matrimony to a petitioner who loves her cat? 
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VERSE OF THE WEEK

✚

Leviticus 18:24–25

“‘Do not defile yourselves by 
any of these things; for by all 
these the nations which I am 
casting out before you have 

become defiled. For the land 
has become defiled, therefore 

I have brought its punishment 
upon it, so the land has 

spewed out its inhabitants.’”

Statistics bear out God’s truth on this matter: only marriage between one man and one 
woman creates societal synergy, stability, and sustenance. Make no mistake here: no 
other marriage definition affords such positive benefits to a culture. But this truth about 
marriage is nothing new! Leviticus underscored it thousands of years before our present 
regressive American social experimentation began!

 
Ralph Drollinger

I. INTRODUCTION

In Genesis 12:1–3 God promises Abra-
ham that He will create a progeny through 
him—a people set apart for God’s own 
possession and purposes. Along the way, 
several generations later via the Patriarch 
Joseph, the great-grandson of Abraham, 
the Hebrews found themselves captive in 
slavery for over 400 years to the polytheis-
tic, pagan culture of the ancient Egyptians. 
It follows, when God finally called them 
out of bondage under Moses’ leadership, 
that He had some major reprogramming 
to do; God’s chosen people had absorbed 
many of the idolatrous, pagan ways of 
their captors—and who wouldn’t over a 
400-year period! (This historical snapshot 
helps to explain why Israel would be sus-
ceptible to worshipping a golden calf that 
they, themselves, had fashioned in the wil-
derness of Sinai.)

The other reason God needed to repro-
gram His people relates to their soon as-
signment to enter the Promised Land 
where the depraved, corrupt, any-
thing-goes Canaanites resided. He want-
ed His people to worship Him in holiness 
(cf. Leviticus 20:26; 1 Peter 1:16).

God intended to reprogram 
Israel via His amazing  
book called Leviticus. 

This is the third book of the Old Testa-
ment immediately following the book of 
Exodus wherein the Hebrews have es-
caped the control and influence of the 
Egyptians. In Exodus, Israel receives the 
Ten Commandments. In Leviticus, those 
commandments are elaborated on in de-
tail. For instance, the sexual sins listed in 
Leviticus 18 are an elaboration of the sev-
enth commandment (You shall not com-
mit adultery) recorded in Exodus 20:14. 
Much of Leviticus, however, as it pertains 
to the ceremonies and rituals that God de-
manded of His chosen ones, is abrogated 
in the New Testament, i.e., God’s old cove-
nant is replaced by His new covenant as 
explained in the New Testament (NT) 
book of Acts (chapter 2) and Hebrews 
(chapters 7–10). Nonetheless, the spiritu-
al principles that are embedded in the old 
covenant ceremonies, rituals, and laws are 
timeless and are brought forward in the 
New Testament in the new covenant be-
cause they are representative of the very 
nature of God: the prohibitions of homo-
sexuality and same-sex marriage being 
prime examples.

Furthermore, many of the ceremonial laws 
and the prescriptions pertaining to the 
newly constructed mobile Tabernacle, 
which contained the Mosaic Law, serve as 
a precursor, analogy, and prefiguring of 
the then still future redemptive work of 
Christ. Leviticus aptly and beautifully pic-

All nations, especially 
America which has 
legalized same-sex 
marriage, need be 

informed of and obey 
the timeless spiritual 

principles that are found 
in the book of Leviticus!
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tures the salvific work of the future incar-
nate Savior.

II.  APPLICATION TO GOVERNING 
AUTHORITIES 

As a Bible teacher to very busy people, I 
often fear that I will lose your attention 
unless you can immediately grasp how 
something I teach, such as a survey of an 
OT book of the Bible, somehow relates to 
you. Accordingly, before I provide a disci-
plined, procedural overview of the book, I 
will cut to the chase in terms of applica-
tion—lest you conclude prematurely that 
Leviticus is an obscure, out-of-date book. 
Trust me: 

Nothing is more relevant at 
this moment in American 

history—no document 
shouts louder—than the  

OT book of Leviticus!

The principles that God reveals to the Isra-
elites in Leviticus are intended to separate 
and protect His people from the past pa-
gan influences of Egypt and the Canaan-
ite paganism that will surround them 
again in the near future. Note Leviticus 
18:3 in this regard: 

“‘You shall not do what is done in the land 
of Egypt where you lived, nor are you to 
do what is done in the land of Canaan 
where I am bringing you; you shall not 
walk in their statutes.’”

In setting apart the Israelites as a people 
for God’s own possession and purposes, it 
follows that He would instruct Israel, 
among many other precepts, to refrain 
from homosexuality and same-sex mar-
riage. God wanted then, as He does now, 
for His representatives to be morally dif-
ferentiated. States Klinghoffer: 

An ancient Biblical tradition, a mi-
drash [“an explanation of a Jewish 
rabbinic sage”] relates that the Ca-

naanites wrote marriage contracts 
between man and man and woman 
and woman, and that this was one 
reason the land “vomited” them up 
in favor of the Israelites who took 
their place.1

 

Leviticus, then, represents God’s deter-
rents for God’s people. Note, in contrast, 
the consequences that God states in 
18:24–25 will inure to the Canaanites for 
practicing deviant sexual behavior: 

“‘Do not defile yourselves by any of these 
things; for by all these the nations which 
I am casting out before you have become 
defiled. For the land has become defiled, 
therefore I have brought its punishment 
upon it, so the land has spewed out its 
inhabitants.’”

Unfortunately for Israel, Scripture re-
cords repeatedly that they were less than 
obedient to all the precepts found in Le-
viticus (cf. 18:5) and, as a result, in terms 
of Israel in the future, the land also 
spewed out its inhabitants2 in the sense of 
God’s people being taken away into Baby-
lonian captivity. 

To be sure, years later, upon their return to 
the land of Canaan, Nehemiah, under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, states in ret-
rospect that the reason for Israel’s depar-
ture was disobedience to God’s precepts 
(cf. Nehemiah 9:29–31). 

On the other hand, when Israel has been 
obedient, God has greatly prospered her 
as is remarkably verified in certain eras of 
history. For instance, under the early capa-
ble leadership of King Solomon, the na-
tion flourished (cf. 1 Kings 10). Even in 
modern history, God’s graciousness, pa-
tience, and prospering of His people are 
still in effect. George Gilder illustrates this 
truth in his book, The Israel Test. Herein 
the author documents the amazing dispro-
portionate contributions the Jews have 
made to world advancement.3 Keep in 

John Adams

“We have no government 
armed with power capable  
of contending with human 
passions unbridled by 
morality and religion. …  
Our Constitution was  
made only for a moral and 
religious people. It is wholly 
inadequate to the government 
of any other.”  

 — John Adams, signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, the Bill of Rights, and our 
second President.

The Works of John Adams, Second President of 
the United States: Volume IX.
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mind that the Jews make up only a mere 
three-tenths of one percent of the earth’s 
population. What follows is amazing and 
serves to underscore God’s blessing of His 
people when they are obedient to the 
timeless spiritual principles revealed in 
Leviticus—wherein people live holy lives 
because God is holy, and such garners 
God’s blessings! Ponder the wildly dispro-
portionate accomplishments of the Jews 
in the following examples.

For the sake of making the point, save 
God’s special place and setting apart of the 
Jews in world history, contemplate the re-
sults on the human side of a nation either 
choosing or not choosing to be obedient 
to the instructions found in the fascinat-
ing book of Leviticus. Ensuing Jewish ac-

complishments serve to underscore the 
importance of a nation’s alignment with 
the spiritual principles found in this book. 
The Jews, the recipients of Leviticus, have 
greatly advanced the world whereas in 
stark contrast, the Canaanites who were 
disobedient to the commandments of this 
book are now an extinct people! 

McGee elaborates in regard to the prohib-
ited sexual sins listed in Leviticus 18: 

“These are the sins which mark a decadent 
society and the decline and fall of empires 
[e.g., Babylon, Persia, Egypt, Greece, 
Rome, and France].”6 Such historic, recur-
ring national lessons make it clear: all na-
tions, especially America, which has 
legalized same-sex marriage, need be in-
formed by and obey the timeless spiritual 
principles that are found in the book of 
Leviticus! 

Woe to those nations 
that are not informed 

by the timeless 
spiritual principles 
found in the book  

of Leviticus!

Therein are God’s specific guidelines for 
either national prosperity or else national 
disgorgement. To reject the clear instruc-
tion of Leviticus 18:22 which states, 

“‘You shall not lie with a male as one lies 
with a female; it is an abomination,’” 
and instead reward those who practice 
such things with the governmentally en-
dowed privileges associated with marital 
status is to choose a path toward extinc-
tion like the Canaanites. For the highest 
court of our land to have turned its back 
on Leviticus is foolish! In understanding 
its message for today, may we instead 
choose the path of prosperity via obedi-
ence. All members of the government, the 
executive, legislative, and judicial branch-
es, be ye warned herein by what God says 
to you today via His Word: 

Richard Stockton

“[A]s my children will have frequent 
occasion of perusing this instrument, 
and may probably be particularly 
impressed with the last words of 
their father, I think it proper here 
not only to subscribe to the entire 
belief of the great and leading 
doctrines of the Christian religion, 
such as the being of God; the 
universal defection and depravity of 
human nature; the Divinity of the 
person and the completeness of the 
redemption purchased by the blessed 
Savior; the necessity of the opera-
tions of the Divine Spirit; of Divine 
faith accompanied with an habitual 
virtuous life; and the universality of 
the Divine Providence: but also, in 
the bowels of a father’s affection, to 
exhort and charge [my children] that 
the fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom, that the way of life held up 
in the Christian system is calculated 
for the most complete happiness that 
can be enjoyed in this mortal state, 
[and] that all occasions of vice and 
immorality is injurious either 
immediately or consequentially—
even in this life. 

— Richard Stockton, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, judge.

The Last Will and Testament of Richard 
Stockton, dated May 20, 1780.

Examples of the Relationship 
Between Obedience to 
Precepts in the Book of 

Leviticus and Jewish Blessing

Jews have contributed some 25 per-
cent of recent notable human-intel-
lectual accomplishment in the 
modern period.4 

The achievements of modern science 
are largely the expression of Jewish 
genius and ingenuity. If 26 percent 
of Nobel Prizes do not suffice to 
make the case, it is confirmed by the 
following facts: 

• 51 percent of the Wolf 
Foundation Prizes in Physics 

• 28 percent of the Max Planck 
Medals and 38 percent of the 
Dirac Medals for Theoretical 
Physics 

• 37 percent of the Heinemann 
Prizes for Mathematical Physics

• 53 percent of the Enrico Fermi 
Awards 
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Our nation’s obedience  
or disobedience to God’s 

laws in terms of same-sex 
marriage represents a 

tipping point with 
enormous, massive 

consequences.

States Wenham, “the order of the laws of 
Leviticus 18–20 is significant. These chap-
ters set out the foundation principles of 
social morality.”7 Wenham goes on to 
quote Hertz to make his point: 

The first place among these [chap-
ters 18 to 20] is given to the institu-
tion of marriage … the cornerstone 
of all human society. … [A]ny viola-
tion of the sacred character of mar-
riage is deemed a heinous offence, 
calling down the punishment of 
Heaven both upon the offender 
and the society that condones the 
offence.8 

What a profoundly sobering truth! Hear 
ye, hear ye! This denunciation is by far the 
most relevant application of the book to-
day for public servants. Executives, legisla-
tors, and judicials, obey ye today the 
precepts of the Lord or experience His 
wrath and thee be spewed out of the land! 
This is the application; this is a profoundly 
serious moment in our history. 

Now that I have made my crux point from 
the book, let’s continue with an overall 
understanding and survey of Leviticus. 
May God give you greater comprehension, 
understanding, heart growth, and convic-
tion as you study what follows. 

III. NAME 

As with the two preceding OT books, 
their original Hebrew names were all de-
rived from the first words in the book. 
Genesis was originally called “In the be-
ginning”; Exodus was originally called 

“Now these are the names”; and Leviticus 
was called “And He called.” The present 
name of the book of Leviticus (Leuitikon) 
was gleaned from the Latin Vulgate ver-
sion of the Greek OT (i.e., published in 
the second century B.C., the Septuagint, 
abbreviated as “LXX” was necessary to 
keep Judaism alive during the diaspora 
wherein many Jews lived in Greek cul-
ture). The LXX name means “Matters of 
the Levites.” 

The Levites, the chosen tribe among the 
twelve tribes of Israel, were assigned with 
the priestly duties. The book of Leviticus 
discloses how God desires the Levites to 
assist the other tribes with properly wor-
shipping Yahweh. Leviticus is similar in 
an OT sense to the Pastoral Epistles of the 
NT wherein God instructs pastors as to 
how they ought to lead the Church. More 
broadly, Leviticus reveals how God in-
tends for all the tribes, both individually 
and as a whole, to live holy lives before 
holy God. The NT writers quote the book 
of Leviticus at least 15 times. 

IV. AUTHOR AND DATE 

The author of the book is conclusively re-
vealed in the last verse of the book, These 
are the commandments which the Lord 
commanded Moses for the sons of Israel at 
Mount Sinai (27:34; cf. 7:38; 25:1; 26:46). 
The book states no less than 56 times that 
God gave these laws to Moses. 

In that the Exodus occurred in 1445 B.C., 
and that according to Exodus 40:17, the 
Tabernacle (Israel’s mobile, central, physi-
cal focal point for worshipping God) was 
finished one year later, the book dates to 
1444 B.C. Leviticus picks up the histori-
cal narrative once the Tabernacle is fin-
ished in the preceding book of Exodus. 

Very interestingly, the book chronicles 
only one month of Israel’s existence, in 
that the book of Numbers (the fourth 

Noah Webster

“The Bible is the chief moral 
cause of all that is good and 
the best corrector of all that is 
evil in human society—the 
best book for regulating the 
temporal concerns of men.”

— Noah Webster, revolutionary soldier, 
judge, legislator, educator, “Schoolmaster 
to America.”

Noah Webster, The Holy Bible, With 
Amendments of the Language (New Haven: 
Durrie & Peck, 1833), v.
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Roger Sherman

“I believe that the souls of 
believers are at their death 
made perfectly holy, and 
immediately taken to glory: 
that at the end of this world 
there will be a resurrection of 
the dead, and a final judgment 
of all mankind, when the 
righteous shall be publicly 
acquitted by Christ the Judge 
and admitted to everlasting 
life and glory, and the wicked 
be sentenced to everlasting 
punishment.”

— Roger Sherman, signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, signer of the 
Constitution, “Master Builder of the 
Constitution,” judge, framer of the Bill of 
Rights, U.S. senator.  

Lewis Henry Boutell, The Life of Roger 
Sherman (Chicago: A. C. McClurg and 
Company, 1896), 271–273.

book of the Torah) per Numbers 1:1, be-
gins after the second month of the year af-
ter the Tabernacle was completed. 

V. BACKGROUND 

As stated previously, Israel had lost its un-
derstanding of how to worship God; they 
had little in the way of a historical under-
standing from their Patriarchs (Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph) who lived prior 
to the most recent 400 years of their Egyp-
tian bondage. 

Now gone from Egypt and having been 
miraculously delivered by God via the 
crossing through the Red Sea,  the Israel-
ites were encamped at the base of Mount 
Sinai. There, God gave them His Ten 
Commandments as recorded in the book 
of Exodus. By the end of the book of Exo-
dus, as mentioned previously, the con-
struction of the Tabernacle had been 
completed, and the glory of God had 
come to indwell it. 

As the 12 tribes began to develop into a 
nation, God’s next step was to create a for-
mal priesthood and set aside Tabernacle 
workers who could instruct the other 11 
tribes in the proper worship of God via 
sacrifices and offerings (all of which in a 
temporal sense, prefigure the coming fin-
ishing work of Christ in terms of God’s 
means of forever atoning for the sin of 
man). The book of Leviticus, then, is the 
instruction and inauguration of the priests 
and the sacrifices in the Tabernacle. The 
book is intended to bring order to an im-
pure people (cf. Exodus 32:7–8, 25–28), 
shape them up, and prepare them for the 
future conquest of Canaan, the entrance 
into the Promised Land, and the fulfill-
ment of God’s original promises to 
Abraham. 

No geographical movement of Israel takes 
place during the one-month period re-
corded in this book. During this time, 
they remained encamped at the base of 

Mount Sinai, where they had received the 
Ten Commandments and had construct-
ed the Tabernacle. Think of Leviticus as 
internal infrastructure development ver-
sus the external expansion of the nation. 

VI. EMPHASIS AND THEMES 

This book reveals God’s emphasis on de-
manding that His people be holy. He is 
meticulous about this demand! Some of 
the authoritatively toned passages regard-
ing this insistence include 11:44–45; 19:2; 
and 20:7, and 26. In response to the holy 
character of God, His chosen people 
should be the same. To make the point, “I 
am the Lord” and “I am holy” are re-
corded in the book over 50 times. 

Further, and as already underscored, Le-
viticus forecasts the consequences of obe-
dience and disobedience to God’s holiness. 
In this regard, it is a preamble for the later 
illustration of its truths in Israel’s Babylo-
nian captivity, wherein their disobedience 
results in the temporary loss of their 
nationhood. 

Lastly, the various sacrifices and offerings 
recorded in the book are symbolic. By  
observing the Levitical rituals, a truly 
humble worshipper of Yahweh could out-
wardly express his inward devotion. Amos 
5:21–27 indicates, however, the timeless 
truth and reality of such: when the inward 
heart was not right in the worshipper, the 
outward ritual was displeasing to God. 

VII.  INTERPRETIVE CHALLENGES 

This book contains much old covenant 
ritual, and understanding the ceremonies, 
laws, and formalities today is difficult. 
Note however, importantly, that the NT 
clearly abrogates OT ceremonial law in 
Acts 10:1–16 and Colossians 2:16–17. 
The Levitical priesthood is also done 
away with in 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6; 
5:10 and 20:6, and the idea/concept of 
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Tabernacle/Temple ends as recorded in 
Matthew 27:51 (in the new covenant, 
God now inhabits the believer through 
the indwelling Holy Spirit). 

In that God inaugurates a new covenant 
in Matthew 26:28; 2 Corinthians 3:6–18 
and Hebrews 7 to 10, these OT matters 
should be viewed with an eye for the 
principle behind them. What portion of 
divine character is revealed by this old 
covenant ritual, law, or ceremony? That is 
the question to ask of the text when 
studying Leviticus. What are the embed-
ded, timeless principles that speak to the 
character of God? The student of Scrip-
ture will find that the timeless principles 
and precepts, apart from the rituals, will 
be repeated in the New Testament. This 
repetition makes for an adventurous 
study of the Bible, i.e., matching the OT 
teachings with the NT. Such is certainly 
the case with the sexual sins listed and de-
tailed in Leviticus 20 which the student 
of Scripture will find repeated in the NT, 
thereby indicating their timeless applica-
bility for today in the Church Age.

VIII. OUTLINE 

Chapters 1–16 explain how to appropri-
ately worship and having access to the one 
true God. Chapters 17–27 detail what an 
obedient walk with God looks like. 

IX. SUMMARY 

In the past, and available on the CapMin 
website, I have written and distributed a 
specific study (“Clarity Regarding Same 
Sex Marriage”) on the Bible and same-
sex marriage. In that study I made brief 
mention of Leviticus. What I said, how-
ever, relates well how to summarily re-
spond to another who questions what 
Leviticus means by what it says. Note the 
following response that I included in 
that study: 

You might want to add or clarify, “Is ev-
erything in the Bible that was stated in 
God’s old covenant about ancient Israel 
repeated in the new covenant about the 
Church?” No, it is not. For instance, Jesus 
deals differently with the adulterous sin 
of the woman brought to him by the 
Pharisees.  Whereas the Israelites stoned 
adulterers, Jesus said, “Go. From now on 
sin no more” (cf. John 8:3–11). Israel and 
the Church are distinguishably different 
entities in Scripture. 

Furthermore, corporal punishment, or 
putting to death a man who lies with a 
male, is not a tenet found recurring in the 
age in which we live, the Church Age of 
the Bible. The NT does not reiterate this 
practice for this day and age. However, 
the New Testament most certainly does 
reiterate and uphold the present prohibi-
tion of homosexuality. 

It is naïve, if not 
disingenuous, to falsely 
insinuate that Christian 

legislators hold to a 
belief that governments 

today should stone 
homosexuals. 

On the other end of the biblical illiteracy 
spectrum are those who suggest that ho-
mosexuality is no longer prohibited be-
cause Israel’s holiness code is now 
obsolete. Both suppositions emanate 
from a biblical ignorance stemming from 
a chronological and covenantal misun-
derstanding of ancient Israel and the 
Church today. Such a lack of knowledge 
is unfortunately too common with jour-
nalists and secular lawmakers. (Challenge 
them to begin attending a good Bible 
study that may lead to their salvation.)  
First Corinthians 2:14 states in this re-
gard, But a natural man does not accept 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness to him; and he cannot 
understand them, because they are spiri-
tually appraised. 

It follows that both the creation and defi-
nition of marriage is something God has 
already accomplished in the book of 
Genesis. Defining marriage is not a re-
sponsibility He assigned to His institu-
tion of the state. For the state to usurp 
this responsibility is over the top. It is 
way out of line and is a huge display of 
man’s pride. It is to say, “In God We 
Don’t Trust.”

X. ONE FINAL THOUGHT 

It is all too common and predictable for 
those who disagree with Scripture on this 
point to go ad-hominem on the expositor 
of Scripture. But such tactics speak more 
about the one leveling the attacks than 
the one exegeting God’s Word as it relates 
to the subject. God loves sinners, but in 
loving sinners He does not shirk from la-

Leviticus and Arguing 
About Homosexuality

Advocates for same-sex marriage 
have attempted to put words in 
the mouth of Christian public 
servants. They often insinuate 
that Christians believe stoning 
homosexuals is proper because 
that is the sentence the Israelites 
carried out according to Leviti-
cus (cf. 20:13). The response to 
such an unfounded charge is 
quite simple. 

Ask the following question in re-
sponse: “Do you believe a specif-
ic act found in Leviticus is 
applicable for today, outside of 
the context of ancient Israel?” 

If they answer “yes” then say, “I 
don’t.” If they answer “no” then 
respond, “I agree.” Either way 
this specious argument is over.
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beling certain things as unholy. The Ten 
Commandments all evidence that God’s 
attributes of truth and holiness, love and 
grace exist in complete harmony and con-
gruity. God promises forgiveness in His 
Word regarding those who repent and 
turn away from homosexuality, Such were 
some of you; but you were washed, but 
you were sanctified, but you were justi-
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and in the Spirit of our God (1 Corinthi-

ans 6:11). God calls homosexuality sin. 
(The Greek word for homosexuality is ar-
senokoitais which literally means male in-
tercourse.) But at the same time God is 
quick to forgive the sinner who repents of 
his or her sin. Such is the position of this 
expositor. Please do not label me other-
wise. To attempt to do so is to indicate 
that your problem is with God Himself 
more so than the one carrying His food 
out from His kitchen.
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